
 

Welcome to all guests! 

You are invited to the fellowship hall (lower level) for 

coffee and refreshments following the service.  

 

Sunday School begins at 11am – All are welcome. 

Children Age 2-5, Grades K-2, 3-5, -- Lower Level 

Jr. High and Sr. High – Upper Level 

College/Young Adult – Main Level Classroom 

Intergenerational Adult Classes: 

 Connections – Sanctuary 

 Koinonia – Lower Level Classroom 

 The Potter’s Clay – Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Today 

12:00pm Fellowship Meal 

Jr. and Sr. Youth Mentor Night 

 

Tuesday, March 13 

8:00am Women’s Breakfast @ VMRC 

7:00pm Worship Commission 

 

Wednesday, March 14 

7:00am Men’s Breakfast @ McDonalds 

4:30pm Kid’s Club 

6:30pm Women’s Care Group 

 

Thursday, March 15 

6:00pm Prime Timers 

 

Looking Ahead 

Monday, March 19, 6:00pm Friendly Pilgrims Dinner @ 

Golden Corral 

Monday, March 19, 7:00pm Outreach Commission 

Wednesday, March 21, 7:00pm Ridgeway Prayer Time 

 

 

Next Sunday 
Preaching: TBD 
Worship Leader: Pastor Tom Martin 
Song Leader: Joe Seitz 
Greeters: Jim and Dorcas Good, Susan Mast, Cathy Cupp 
Nursery: Donnie and Dawn Coleman / Jan Miller 

 

 
 

 

Our purpose as a Church is to love God 

and all people, enabled by the Holy 

Spirit to become the living presence of 

Jesus Christ in our homes, across the 

street, and around the world. 

 
 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
546 Franklin St. 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30am  

Sunday School at 11:00am 

 

 

Pastor Ben Risser:  
ben@ridgewaymennonite.org 

Associate Pastor Tom Martin: 
tom@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

(540) 434-3476 

office@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

Website: 
ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Welcome to 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
 

March 11, 2018 
 

 

 

 

Lent 4: Me & You and Darkness in View 

 

Opening Song 

Call to Worship 

 

Worship in Song 

 

Moment in Mission: Kids Club 

Offering 

 

Confession 

Worship in Song 

 

Scripture: Isaiah 30:9-11 

Sermon “Staying in the Heat” 

Response Song 

 

Sharing and Prayer  

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

 
 

Preaching: Carl Stauffer 
Worship Leader: Mary Ann Shisler  
Praise Team: Jim Maust, Monika Burkholder, David Hostetter, 

Greg Conway, Matt Morris 
Prelude: David Hostetter 
Sharing: Tom Oberholtzer 
Sound: Kevin Longenecker 
Power Point: Collin Longenecker    
Greeters: Glen Kauffman, Virginia Meyerhoeffer  
Nursery: Miriam Hostetter / Jimmy and Nicole Foltz 

 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers:  

 Our congregation as we engage in a time of prayer and 
visioning. 

 Pastor Ben and Kathy as they re-engage in life and ministry at 
Ridgeway.  

 Sandy Kauffman who will be having shoulder surgery 
on Thursday, March 15 to repair a partial tear.  

 Nick Seitz and Rachel Elder who were married in Richmond 
yesterday. 

 The Sr. High youth and sponsors as they attend a conference 
senior high youth retreat at Highland this weekend.  

 Pearl and the Lantz family as they grieve the loss of Dick 
Lantz who passed away last week. 

 Carlos and Wendy Malvaez, their family, and the Manantial de 
Vida congregation as they grieve the loss of Wendy’s father, 
Wilfredo Colindres. 

 Lynette Slaubaugh and Shala Solanki who had knee 
replacement surgeries last week. 

 Fred Eberly who continues to work at recovery from a stroke 
at Harrisonburg Health and Rehab Center. 

 Alvin and Sarah Miller as they adjust to Alvin's living at 
Harrisonburg Health and Rehab Center. 

 
If you have prayer concerns you would like included in the 
bulletin’s “In Our Thoughts and Prayers” section, please notify 
the church office administrator.   

 

***************************************** 

 

A Look at VMMissions: 
On Sunday evenings, Tyler and Kendra Yoder are having 
meetings with people interested in helping them with their 
upcoming church plant in Richmond, Va. Ask God to provide 
the right people to support them. 
 

Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: 
Last month, Taiwan experienced a powerful earthquake that 
killed at least nine people. Mennonite Mission Network 
requests prayer for the people of Taiwan as they grieve the 
loss of loved ones and rebuild their lives. 
 
 

 
The Lent visuals this year focus on a table covered in burlap.  
Each week rocks will be added to the table creating an altar – 
a symbol of the covenants made between God and God’s 
people. Watch as the alter grows and wait in anticipation for 
how God’s covenant will be transformed in Jesus. 
 
 

Our speaker this morning is Carl Stauffer. Carl teaches Justice 
Studies at EMU’s Center for Justice and Peacebuilding. Carl was 
born and raised in Vietnam during the war where his parents were 
Mennonite missionaries. After studying social work and Bible at 
EMU, he was ordained under the Virginia Mennonite Conference 
and served as a church planter in an African American community 
in Richmond, Virginia, working on racial reconciliation, restorative 
justice, and youth development. In 1994, he moved with his family 
to South Africa and served with MCC for 16 years as the regional 
peace coordinator.  Carl is married to Carolyn Swarr (the 
youngest daughter of Paul and Bertha Swarr). Carl & Carolyn are 
Elders at Divine Unity Community Church here in Harrisonburg. 
 

We already have 6 children from Kids Club signed up to attend 
Highland Retreat's youth camps this summer!  There are still 
children who want to sign up.  The last two years we sent around 
12 children, which costs close to $2,500.  We anticipate being 
close to that number again this year.  If you would like to be part 
of sending community children to camp, please place donations in 
the offering throughout March and indicate that they are for 
"Highland Camp Scholarships."  If you have questions, please 
see Erika Gascho or email her at erika.gascho@gmail.com.   

All women are invited to Women’s Care Group on Wednesday 
evening, March 14 at Eileen Shenk’s home [941 Smith Ave., 
Harrisonburg].  Come as early as 6:30 for visiting; the study will 
start at 7:00 pm.  Mary Ann Shisler will be leading our discussion 
on chapter 11 of Spark: Igniting Your God-Given Creativity.  If you 
have any questions, please be in touch with Mary Ann Shisler.  
Looking forward to seeing you there! 

Primetimers, Thursday, March 15, 6pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Bring a couple of dishes to share. Following the meal, be 
prepared to share about the joys and challenges of being in the 
“prime time” of life! For questions, contact Erwin and Angela 
Rempel, hosts, at 434-4270. 

Thanks to those who have returned the Jubilee Care survey! This 
is a ministry for all of us and we welcome a lot of volunteers.  
Please return your survey to Lois Wenger, Jan Miller, or the 
church office if you’ve not already done so.  Copies of the survey 
are available in the church office.   

Starting March 18th the fourth and fifth grade Sunday School 
class will begin raising funds for Heifer International.  We are 
kicking it off with slime Easter eggs. We have created different 
colors and textures of slime and put it onto plastic Easter eggs.  
During pretzel time we will have them available for an offering.  
This year we have set a challenge to raise $250 for a water 
buffalo because according to Veggie Tales Everybody wants a 
Water Buffalo.   

Come help make urgently needed comforters for Mennonite 
Central Committee.  MCC needs 1,760 by the end of March to 
fill their partner requests.  A community knotting bee will be 
held March 12 & 13, 9-2 p.m. at Shady Oak, Weavers 
Mennonite Church.  Bring a sack lunch.  Everyone is welcome. 
 

Ridgeway Visioning 

A Ridgeway Visioning Team has been formed as Ridgeway 
continues in the visioning process.  We have been asked by 
Pastor Team to read over the input recorded from the 
congregational prayer times and from the discovery and 
dreaming questions to organize the feedback and find 
themes. We believe that God has been speaking and 
moving in the Ridgeway congregation as a whole; as a 
team, we see ourselves as "process supporters" in this 
visioning time. We are not making decisions or selecting 
any specific vision but rather provide a structure to hone the 
vision with the congregation. Our hope is to report to the 
congregation a summary of what has been shared. We 
remain open to anyone with feedback, ideas, or 
concerns! We commit ourselves to listening to the Holy 
Spirit as we work together "to equip God's people to do His 
work and build up the church" (Ephesians 4:12). Thank you 
for your energy and trust in this process! 

- Sam Sauder, Monika Burkholder, Eldon Kurtz,  
   Dorothy Shank, Sarah Showalter  

 
Building Updates: 

 

 Important Parking Instructions: When parking, drive 
all the way down to the lowest level -- then either find a 
spot to park immediately OR drive around to the upper 
level (closer to the church building), and drop 
passengers off at the new entrance before parking. The 
new entrance will give passengers the option of using 
the elevator or the new stairs to the upper/sanctuary 
level.  After the paving is completed, there will be 
arrows to clearly designate the traffic pattern.    

 Construction on the Main Level is wrapping up! 

 Plumbing fixtures in the Family Bath should be set by 
next Sunday. Library shelving needs to be completed, 
and permanent paper towel dispensers with trash 
receptacles will soon be installed in restrooms. 

 The lower level Sunday School room and  
Janitor closet are ready for electrical rough-in  
and drywall. Flooring for the Lower Level,  
including the Fellowship Hall, is  
being shipped next week.  
 


