
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       February 2018 

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Ridgeway Visioning 
 
Phase 1 – Discover and Dream 
February – We ask Sunday School classes, Small Groups, and any other group gatherings to take 10 minutes at 
each gathering to allow time for persons to consider their responses to the discovery and dreaming questions 
(listed below). 
** Please take notes during these conversations and submit them to the church office. The Vision Taskforce will 
use these notes to discern the priorities of the congregation. 
February 21

st
, 7:00pm– Ridgeway Prayer Time 

  
Phase 2 – Design 
March/April – A “Vision Taskforce” will be created to help guide a process for prioritizing, discerning, and then 
later have a time to present the results to the congregation. 
March 7

th
, 7:00pm – Ridgeway Prayer Time 

  
Phase 3 – Destiny 
TBD – Delivery and Implementation of the shared vision and design. 

Discovery 
1. What about Ridgeway’s story is important to you? 
2. What draws you to Ridgeway? 
3. How have you seen God’s Spirit move at Ridgeway? 
4. What does God see when He looks at Ridgeway? 
  
Dreaming 
1. What has God brought to your mind in the visioning and prayer times? 
2. What are needs/opportunities in our church and neighborhood? 
3. In what areas do you sense God wanting Ridgeway to grow? 
4. How can you be engaged in Ridgeway’s story? 
 

 

 



Jim and Bonnie Beachy Bio 

Jim and Bonnie Beachy 

 

Jim spent his first 6 years in Grantsville, MD, then moved with his family to Goshen where he grew up.  Other than 

a senior year spent at EMHS, Bonnie spent her first 18 years in Denbigh, VA, then moved to Goshen to go to 

school there. 

Between High School and College, Jim spent a year as an exchange student in Germany, while Bonnie spent a 

Junior-Year-Abroad in Columbia.   Jim majored in Bible, German, Social Services; Bonnie majored in Spanish. 

Eventually they found ourselves in the same French class, the same Wednesday evening student meetings, the 

same church.   

They got married in April of 1973 – so their 45th anniversary is coming soon!  They have 2 daughters, 2 sons-in-

law, 2 grand-daughters, and 2 grand-sons.  (No one is allowed to break this nice geometric arrangement without 

permission!)  Daughters Elizabeth and Kirsten both came back to Virginia to EMU for school.  Elizabeth, David and 

2 little boys live in the Atlanta area, while Kirsten, Jason and 2 little girls live in Rockingham County. 

Jim and Bonnie are experienced at moving between Indiana and Virginia with the largest self-rental trucks 

available!  Their first move was in 1979 with a 2-year and a 2-month old, from Goshen to Denbigh (Newport News, 

VA), when Jim went to work for Bonnie’s father; their second move was in 1989, from Denbigh to Paoli (Southern 

Indiana) to establish Beachy Hill (three Beachy families sharing 80 acres, including a wooded hill for the 

houses).  The third move was about a year ago from Paoli to Hinton, to be close to Bonnie’s parents at VMRC, to 

other relatives, and of course to Kirsten and family. 

Jim retires at the end of June from his job of 29 years in Information Technology at Kimball Electronics in Southern 

Indiana.  His hobbies include house building (3 times now), sometimes the banjo, Koine Greek, hiking, 

grandchildren (he heard they are nice, but didn’t realize 

that you can fall in love with them!), wood heat and related 

activities. 

Bonnie loves to read aloud, to garden and landscape 

(which will be much needed at their new location), to write, 

to hike, to be involved with family and grandchildren. 

Arriving in Rockingham County, they were not used to 

such a menu of Mennonite Churches!  They visited many, 

could have committed to several of them, but ended up at 

Ridgeway because things seemed to fit who they are – 

size of the church, commitment to Jesus, involvement in 

the community, involvement in small group. 

 

Mennonites in the middle of the Congo crisis 

Erwin Rempel, RMC Outreach Commissioner 

The Outreach Commission allocated $1,000 from the 2017 Abundance to respond to the crisis in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. Since Mennonite mission activity in Congo has not been part of the awareness of Mennonites 

in Virginia and within our own Ridgeway congregation, I would like to provide some background. 

Congo is home to more than 235,000 Mennonites with membership in three denominations.  Only the U.S., 

Ethiopia and India have more Anabaptists. 

Africa Inter-Mennonite Mission (AIMM) has a historic relationship to two of these denominations having begun 

mission work in Congo in 1911.  AIMM has offices in Goshen, Indiana. It represents several North American 

Mennonite mission agencies including Mennonite Mission Network of MC USA.  Incidentally, I serve as the Chair 

of the AIMM-USA Board of Directors. 

The “Congo Crisis” is summarized as follows from AIMM news reports.  Dozens of Congolese Mennonites have 

been killed, hundreds of their homes have been burned, and thousands of them have fled, as violence consumes 



the Kasai region, birthplace of the Mennonite church in the Democratic Republic of Congo. Dozens of Mennonite 

churches lie within the Kasai conflict area. The Mennonite Church of Congo—the main Anabaptist denomination 

represented in the Kasai region—reported 19 districts, each with five to eight congregations, directly affected by 

the violence. 

Mennonites not directly affected are working to address the needs. Families—many very poor themselves— are 

hosting displaced people; congregations are collecting aid; and the churches are collaborating with MCC, AIMM 

and Mennonite Mission Network, along with other agencies in a broader response. 

A collaborative Anabaptist response will reach some of the 1.4 million people (about 850,000 children) displaced 

by armed conflict in the Kasai region with food, household items and shelter supplies. The response is shaped and 

implemented by Congolese Mennonite and Mennonite Brethren church-based relief committees and coordinated 

by Mennonite Central Committee (MCC). 

Reports of the Congo crisis have been included in print and online issues of the Mennonite World Review and The 

Mennonite since the violence and displacement began several months ago.  The Outreach Commission had no 

funds to contribute earlier, and prioritized this for any Abundance from 2017. 

 

The 4th and 5th Grade Sunday School Class is reading in the book of Mark this quarter. Jesus called the 
fishermen disciples to follow Him. They trusted Jesus and were “hooked” on God.  
On Sunday, January 7, the 4th and 5th graders made these bracelets out of fishing lures and swivels to remind 
them to follow Jesus too! They want to be hooked on God!  (photo by Denise Oberholtzer) 

 

 

Upcoming Events 
Klementina Shahini, principal of Lezha Academic Center, will be speaking at the Park Place Meeting Hall on 

Monday evening, February 5, at 7 pm.  She will be accompanied by 3 teachers of LAC and welcomed by Sam Miller, chair of 
the Albania Christian Education Foundation.  Park at VMRC and look for signs to the meeting hall.  Call 434-7169 or 421-7166 
for additional information. 
 
Valley Arts Society invites you to sing with us!  The adult choir and children's choir are for anyone who loves to sing at any 

level of musicality.  These non auditioned choirs will meet Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30 starting February 8 until March 22, 
with concerts on March 23 & 24.  We'd love to have you join us!  For more information & to register, visit our 

website. www.valleyarts.info  Registration closes February 6.  
 
Annie Patterson, co-creator of the well loved songbooks Rise Up Singing and Rise Again, is coming to Harrisonburg on Friday, 

Feb. 9. Annie will be leading a singalong concert at 7pm at Church of the Incarnation, 292 N. Liberty Street, Harrisonburg. 
Featuring songs of the heart from many genres, from traditional folk to jazz standards, from country to Motown, from Beatles to 
Broadway, she’ll be joined by renowned upright bass player Ralph Gordon and other musicians. More info & advance tickets 
at: www.riseupandsing.org/events or contact Jessamyn Tobin at (540) 383-7875 or maleetobin@gmail.com 
 
The VBMHC Pancake Breakfast was rescheduled for Feb. 10, from 8:00 AM to 11:00 AM. Join us for oatmeal pancakes, 

buckwheat buttermilk pancakes, and celiac-approved gluten-free pancakes! Also, after your pancakes, stick around to play 
games like Dutch Blitz, Rook, Euchre, and the brand-new card game, "The Mennonite Game." Donations will support the work 
of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 1921 Heritage Center Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. 

https://ridgewaymennonite.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=391de3c361f370543c843369b&id=001a0ba4fe&e=f2d5c58e25
https://maps.google.com/?q=292+N.+Liberty+Street,+Harrisonburg&entry=gmail&source=g
https://ridgewaymennonite.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=391de3c361f370543c843369b&id=ae1b79a9f8&e=f2d5c58e25
tel:(540)%20383-7875
mailto:maleetobin@gmail.com
https://maps.google.com/?q=1921+Heritage+Center+Way,+Harrisonburg,+VA+22801&entry=gmail&source=g


"Where is My Neighbor?" Nathan Hershberger and Kaitlin Heatwole recently completed three years of service with Mennonite 

Central Committee in Iraq. Kaitlin worked as MCC Iraq program coordinator and Nathan taught English at three church 
institutions in Erbil. They will deliver the 16th annual Kennel-Charles Anabaptist Lecture, Monday, February 12, at 7 pm in 

the EMHS Auditorium (801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg). The lecture is free and open to the public. They will work from the 
story of the Good Samaritan. 
 
Join Highland Retreat for a Benefit Auction on Saturday morning, February 17 at Eastern Mennonite High School. The 

auction helps subsidize camp tuition for all camper families and provides scholarships for families with greater need. Doors 
open at 7:45am and the kitchen will close by 12:30pm. We have some great items and experiences for auction this year; 
see www.highlandretreat.org for a growing auction list and other details. There will also be a scavenger hunt and special 
drawing for children. Stop by for a tasty meal and baked goods, or stay for the whole auction – we'd love to see you there! 
 
2018 MCC Turkey Canning Project: The Annual Meat Canning is scheduled for February 26-March 2, 2018 at the Hinton 
Mennonite Relief Center, Hinton, VA. Virginia Mennonite Conference is responsible to help provide help on Tuesday, 
February 27.  Help is needed from 5 AM until 11 PM each day. Friday, March 2 is scheduled as a community day and help is 

especially needed in the early morning. Anyone is welcome to come and help on any day! Funds are needed to purchase 
turkey for processing and for the ongoing operation of the Relief Center. If you would like to contribute to this project you can 
send a donation to the: Hinton Mennonite Relief Center, PO Box 519, Dayton, VA 22821. If you have any questions about this 
project you can contact Leon Rhodes at (540) 820-5443 or Gerald Knicely at (540) 478-4203. Thanks for your participation in 
this effort to feed the less fortunate in the world. 
 
Come join us for a Concert to Benefit Bridge of Hope on Friday, March 2, 7-9 pm at Court Square Theater, Harrisonburg. 
Featuring the Walking Roots Band with opening band Low Volume, tickets are $15 and available from Court Square 

Theater's website: valleyarts.org 
 
Lenten Hymn Sing - Discipleship. Join us on the CrossRoads Heritage Center campus for a hymn sing featuring songs of 

discipleship. In the Lenten season, join us in reflecting on what it means to follow Jesus, what it meant to our spiritual 
ancestors, and what it will mean to future generations. Sunday, March 4, 7 PM at the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage 
Center (1921 Heritage Center Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801). 
 
Women’s Community Bible Study to be offered at Harrisonburg Mennonite using Beth Moore’s study Stepping Up: Psalms of 

Ascent.  It will be offered for seven weeks on Tuesdays 9:00-11:00 a.m. or 6:30-8:15 p.m. March 6 - April 24.  Registration and 
$20 member book fee is due by February 20th.  Call Jeannie Smith with questions or registration. (540-434-4361)  We will not 
meet March 27. 
 
Come enjoy performances by three local “mostly Mennonite, mostly a cappella” singing groups: Cantore, Shekinah 
and Good Company on Friday, March 9 at 7:30 pm in the Park View Mennonite Church Sanctuary. There is no charge for 

admission but an offering will be collected to support the development of a new Mennonite hymnal. For more information 
contact Steve Carpenter at SteveC@MennoMedia.org 
 
A Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity seminar will be taking place February 23-24, 2018 at Grace Mennonite 

Fellowship. We will begin around 1:00pm on Friday 2/23 and end by 4:00pm on Saturday 2/24. The two day training typically 
costs $400, but will be subsidized by Lilly grants offered through Everence, so that the cost is only $50 per congregation with 3-
4 participants. This includes a training manual, Friday dinner, Saturday lunch and snacks.  Here’s what Ervin Stutzman, 
Executive Director of MC USA has to say about the program: "I highly recommend attendance at the seminar called 'Creating 
Congregational Cultures of Generosity,' sponsored by the Lake Institute on Faith and Giving and presented by Everence. On 
the one hand, I found the material to be a sobering picture of the changing reality of the church. On the other hand, I was 
invigorated by the generous possibilities it presents for congregations that are willing to adapt to these realities. I would like to 
see many of our congregations and conferences take advantage of this resource." To register or receive more 
information contact Teresa Boshart Yoder at teresa.boshartyoder@everence.com 
 
Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group 2018.  Registration is now open for the upcoming Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group (May 

11-28, 2018) sponsored by the Partners in Mission program of Virginia Mennonite Missions.  This work group will be co-led by 
Dorothy Jean Weaver (Community Mennonite Church) and Phil Kanagy (Weavers Mennonite Church) and is open to all 
interested participants on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more information consult the attached brochure and/or contact 
Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 (o) or at (540) 433-3336 (h). 
 
 Studying for a healthcare profession? Is service part of your studies? Consider a 4-week or more term of study in an 

underserved mission location in a cross-cultural setting. This program is for medical students, dental students, Masters in 
Nursing students, physical therapy students, Masters in Social Work students and other students in healthcare-related fields at 
the masters or doctoral level. Educational grants available for Anabaptist students! The Student Elective Term (SET) 

program's application deadline for 2018-19 academic year is May 15, 2018. For more information and application form, 
seehttp://mennohealth.org/SET/ or contact MHF by phone or email: 888-406-3643 or info@mennohealth.org  

https://maps.google.com/?q=801+Parkwood+Drive,+Harrisonburg&entry=gmail&source=g
https://ridgewaymennonite.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=391de3c361f370543c843369b&id=0ca220e074&e=f2d5c58e25
tel:(540)%20820-5443
tel:(540)%20478-4203
https://ridgewaymennonite.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=391de3c361f370543c843369b&id=bc87134e6d&e=f2d5c58e25
https://maps.google.com/?q=1921+Heritage+Center+Way,+Harrisonburg,+VA+22801&entry=gmail&source=g
mailto:teresa.boshartyoder@everence.com
tel:(540)%20432-4276
tel:(540)%20433-3336
https://ridgewaymennonite.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=391de3c361f370543c843369b&id=c4d92d335b&e=f2d5c58e25
tel:(888)%20406-3643
mailto:info@mennohealth.org

