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Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Listening and Responding 

Pastor Ben Risser 

As a congregation, we have been engaged in a time of individual & corporate listening. We desire to intentionally 
wait in a listening posture to what the Spirit of God is saying to us as we seek to faithfully embrace the future. 

A new year is upon us, and we are experiencing God’s continued faithfulness to us. Financially we have ended 
2017 with an abundance and the First Fruit pledges for 2018 have been generous beyond our expectations. Over 
and above our spending plan, Ridgeway has given to and participated in many instances of missional 
opportunities. Our Ridgeway congregation is evidencing the living presence of Jesus in our midst and witnessing to 
the amazing love and grace of our Lord Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street and around the world. 

As we enter 2018 we are desiring to find ways of responding to God’s voice as a congregation.  We have asked 
James Akerson to assist us with a process of determining how we position ourselves as a congregation to grow, 
respond and be an effective witness to the gospel.   

James Akerson pastors Beldor Mennonite Church and has experience and expertise in assisting groups identify 
their strengths, process dreams, hopes and plans, to better live out the mission to which God has called them. 

In the month of January we will have our annual anointing/blessing service on Sunday, January 14th, and we will 
have another prayer time on Wednesday, January 17th. We will observe communion on Sunday, January 21st and 
have a congregational meeting during the Sunday School hour to look at and ratify our 2018 spending plan.  On 
Sunday morning, January 28th James Akerson will have the sermon and present the first steps of our process of 
planning for the future.  During the Sunday School hour the adult classes will meet in the sanctuary as James 
leads us in a time of discussing and sharing our dreams and discoveries that God’s Spirit has been giving to us. 

In February we will be refining and distilling what the congregation has gleaned from our times of listening and 
discussing together.  We want to build on our strengths, assess what is working well, consider what can be re-
visioned, recognize areas of need, assess pastoral and staff roles, and be guided through all of this by the Holy 
Spirit. 

To this end we want to remain in prayer and an openness to God’s voice leading us into God’s mission and call for 
the Ridgeway Congregation.  May God’s abiding Spirit of love empower and enable us to hear well and 
courageously respond to what is placed before us and to have God’s will done here even as it is in heaven. 
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Upcoming Events 

Pastors and lay leaders are invited to the School for Leadership Training on "Broken Vessels, Thriving 
Pastors," January 15-17, 2018, at Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Harrisonburg, Va. We want to take a hard, honest 
look at the experience of being a pastor. How do we talk about thriving, or succeeding, in ministry, while at the 
same time coming to grips with the profound ministry models of clay jars and grains of wheat that fall into the earth 
and die? We as pastors and church leaders encounter brokenness on a weekly, if not daily, level. We live with 
brokenness in ourselves, in our families, in our congregations, in our neighborhoods, in our nation…and yet we 
take on the mandate to proclaim the incarnate God who entered, and is present, in the world that is at once 
broken, and God’s good creation. SLT 2018 will be a place where participants will hear from each other, and 
encourage each other. We invite you to bring your stories of brokenness, and your stories of how you confronted 
brokenness. Bring your jars of clay and your dying grains of wheat. Together we thrive. Learn more 
athttps://www.emu.edu/seminary/slt/ 
 
Shenandoah Valley Men's Chorus 2018:  Interested men are invited to join the chorus for Sunday afternoon 
practices (2:30 - 4:00 p.m.) beginning on January 7 and continuing through February.  Jared Stutzman is the 
chorus director.  A public concert is scheduled for 3 p.m. on Sunday, February 25 in the EMS auditorium followed 
by a VMRC concert in Detwiler Auditorium, beginning at 7 p.m. that day.  The concerts are free and offerings will 
be collected for VMMissions' workers, Jacob and Hosanna who are serving in South Asia. For more information, 
contact Roman Miller at romanjaymiller@gmail.com   
 
A Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity seminar will be taking place February 23-24, 2018 at Grace 
Mennonite Fellowship. We will begin around 1:00pm on Friday 2/23 and end by 4:00pm on Saturday 2/24. The two 
day training typically costs $400, but will be subsidized by Lilly grants offered through Everence, so that the cost is 
only $50 per congregation with 3-4 participants. This includes a training manual, Friday dinner, Saturday lunch and 
snacks.  Here’s what Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director of MC USA has to say about the program: "I highly 
recommend attendance at the seminar called 'Creating Congregational Cultures of Generosity,' sponsored by the 
Lake Institute on Faith and Giving and presented by Everence. On the one hand, I found the material to be a 
sobering picture of the changing reality of the church. On the other hand, I was invigorated by the generous 
possibilities it presents for congregations that are willing to adapt to these realities. I would like to see many of our 
congregations and conferences take advantage of this resource." To register or receive more  
 
Studying for a healthcare profession? Is service part of your studies? Consider a 4-week or more term of 
study in an underserved mission location in a cross-cultural setting. This program is for medical students, dental 
students, Masters in Nursing students, physical therapy students, Masters in Social Work students and other 
students in healthcare-related fields at the masters or doctoral level. Educational grants available for Anabaptist 
students! The Student Elective Term (SET) program's application deadline for 2018-19 academic year is May 15, 
2018. For more information and application form, seehttp://mennohealth.org/SET/ or contact MHF by phone or 
email: 888-406-3643 or info@mennohealth.org  
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