
 

Welcome to all guests! 

You are invited to the fellowship hall (lower level) for 

coffee and refreshments following the service.  

 

Sunday School begins at 11am – All are welcome. 

Children Age 2-5, Grades K-2, 3-5 — Lower Level 

Jr High & Sr. High — Upper Level 

College/Young Adult — Main Level Classroom 

Intergenerational Adult Classes: 

Connections — Sanctuary 

Koinonia— Lower Level Classroom 

The Potter’s Clay— Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Today 

6:30pm Ridgeway Christmas Program  

 

Monday, December 18 

7:00pm Outreach Commissions 

 

Wednesday, December 20 

7:00am Men’s Breakfast @ McDonalds 

  

Thursday, December 21 

7:00pm Longest Night Service @ Immanuel Mennonite 

Church 

 

Looking Ahead 

Sunday, December 24, 10:00am Christmas Service (No 

Sunday School) 

Sunday, January 21, 11:00am Congregational Meeting to 

approve the 2018 Spending Plan 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday 
Preaching: Christmas Song and Scripture Sunday 
Worship Leader: Pastor Ben Risser 
Song Leader: Wendell Maust 
Greeters: Paul and Shirley Hoover, Virginia Meyerhoeffer 
Nursery: Evette and Courtney Whetzel / No Sunday School 

 
 

 

Our purpose as a Church is to love God 

and all people, enabled by the Holy 

Spirit to become the living presence of 

Jesus Christ in our homes, across the 

street, and around the world. 

 
 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
546 Franklin St. 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30am  

Sunday School at 11:00am 

 

 

Pastor Ben Risser:  
ben@ridgewaymennonite.org 

Associate Pastor Tom Martin: 
tom@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

(540) 434-3476 

office@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

Website: 
ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Welcome to 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
 

December 17, 2017 

 

 

 

4th Sunday of Advent 

 

 Opening Song 

 Call to Worship 

  

 Worship in Song 

  

 Offering 

 Worship in Song 

 

 Scripture: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, Romans 16:25-27 

Sermon: "Instant Messaging" 

Response Song 

 

 Sharing & Prayer 

 Announcements 

  

 Benediction  

 Sending Song 

 

 

 

Preaching: Marcia Weaver 
Worship Leader: Mary Ann Shisler  
Hymn Leader: Steven Rittenhouse 
Praise Team: Austin and Sarah Showalter, Greg Conway, 

Alana Morris, Kara Longenecker, Monika Burkholder, 
Christa Hoover, David Hostetter 

Prelude: David Hostetter 
Offertory: Children’s Bell Choir, directed by Paul Hoover 
Candle Lighting: Megan Engle 
Sharing: Ben Risser 
Sound: Robert Kniss 
Power Point: Paul Hoover  
Greeters: Don and Martha Kidd, Kathy Risser 
Nursery: Miriam Hostetter / Lois Maust 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers:  

 Our congregation as we engage in a time of prayer and 
visioning. 

 Aaron Hostetter as he witnesses and relates to people he 
meets in Azerbaijan. 

 Joe Seitz as he adjusts to the Chinese culture and teaches 
English to children.  

 

If you have prayer concerns you would like included in the 
bulletin’s “In Our Thoughts and Prayers” section, please notify 
the church office administrator.   

 

***************************************** 

 

A Look at VMMissions: 
Francisco and Juanita Machado are enrolled at a university in 
Spain. Ask for opportunities to share the gospel with their 
classmates. Pray that they will be able to share about the joy of 
life with Jesus during this Christmas season. 
 

Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: 
Mennonite Mission Network’s Youth Venture program invites 
teens and young adults (ages 16-22) to participate in a short-
term learning and service experience during the summer of 
2018. Pray for open hearts in those whom God is calling to 
Benin, Ecuador, Japan, Peru or Spain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We were delighted when Marcia showed up at our door with the 
thanksgiving basket for us.  Your words of affirmation on the 
cards and the great variety of items given showed your love and 
creativity. We remain grateful to share life with each of you.       
 - Pastor Tom and Joy (and Steve, too) 

Ridgeway Prayer Times:  Continue listening to God’s spirit 
over the next several weeks as we prepare for a time of 
visioning together as a congregation. As you listen to the Holy 
Spirit, write down what bubbles to the surface of your 
awareness and send your thoughts to the church office for 
Sarah Showalter to compile.  We will use these musings from 
the Spirit in our discerning times in January and February which 
will be led by James Akerson. We will also plan to have an 
additional prayer time together in early January. More details 
coming soon.  
 
Ridgeway Christmas Program – Tonight at 6:30 p.m.   
Come watch the children and youth portray the Christmas story, 
hear reflections and poems from adults, and listen to the young 
adult orchestra. We look forward to an evening of truly 
celebrating the birth of Jesus! 
 
Affirmation Ballots are in mailboxes. Please complete the 
ballot and place folded ballots in Bonnie Bowser’s mailbox by 
Sunday, December 31.  
 
Prime Timers will not meet in December. The next Prime 
Timers will be held January 18

th
. 

 
SOCKS FOR CHRISTMAS.  Mary Ann Shisler is collecting 
warm socks for Christmas for men and women who come to the 
food pantry at Emmanuel Episcopal Church where she 
volunteers.  If you would like to participate, please bring new 
socks for men or women.  There will be a collection box at the 
back of the church December 10 and 17.   If you have any 
questions, please see Mary Ann Shisler.  Thanks for your help!   
 
A “Longest Night” service will be held at Immanuel 
Mennonite Church on Thursday, December 21 at 7pm. 
Typically held on the longest night of the year, this service is an 
opportunity to bring to God our pain, laments, and sorrows that 
we are carrying, and to claim the promise that the Lord hears 
our cries. The service will consist of prayer, Scripture reading, 
and the lighting of candles. We will lament the hardships of the 
past year (death, illness, and sin) and name the Lord Jesus 
Christ as the One who saves us.  
 
Shenandoah Valley Men's Chorus 2018 will hold their first 
practice is on January 7th at EMHS from 2:30-4:15 p.m.  
Practices are scheduled for subsequent Sunday afternoons in 
January and February with a final concert scheduled on 
February 25, 2018. You are invited to join our group and 
participate. (Come early for registration and to pay for your 
music: $20 or $10 for students). For more information, contact 
Roman Miller at romanjaymiller@gmail.com 

Please note that the offices of Virginia Mennonite Conference 
and Virginia Mennonite Missions will be closed for the 
Christmas/New Year's holidays from December 25 through 
January 1. 
 
 

Advent 2017 

 

Banners: May we like Mary say to God, “Yes! Let it be!” 
allowing the Spirit to enter the dark parts of our life to create 
an upwelling of exuberant praise for what God has done and 
will continue to do. (Made by Marcia Weaver in 2012.) 

 

Advent Coloring Pages will be available each Sunday in 
advent. Children AND adults are invited to participate.  For 
some, having something to do with your hands helps to stay 
focused on the sermon.  For others, coloring an Advent page 
may encourage deeper reflection on the Advent theme.   
 
Hymnal Supplements - During Advent we will be singing 
from both the green and purple songbooks. Please leave 
them at the ends of the pews through December instead of 
returning them to the book cart each week. 

 
 
Building Updates: 

 

 The heat has been turned on in the addition and lighting 
installation will begin this coming week.  

 Take a peek at the "expanded" kitchen. Electrical devices 
should also be installed in the kitchen this week.  

 The bathroom partitions have been delivered  
and ceramic tile in bathrooms is underway.  

 Please remember to keep traffic  
flow moving on the stairwell and  
near the basement coat racks.  

 

Attendance Last Week: 134 

 


