
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       November 2017  

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Call to Prayer 

Ben Risser 

Psalm 33:20-22 

We wait in hope for the Lord; he is our help and our shield.  In him our hearts rejoice, for we trust in his 

holy name.  May your unfailing love rest upon us, O Lord, even as we put our trust in you. 

The Pastor Team is calling the Ridgeway Congregation to a time of listening prayer during the months of 

November and December 2017.  We want to wait upon the Lord, to hear what God is saying to us. We can have 

boldness to approach the throne of God as his beloved people, through Jesus Christ, to hear the voice of God as 

we face into our future. 

Four years ago we went through a listening and visioning time.  We sensed God moving us into the Kids Club 

ministry in the neighborhood, inspiring in us a desire to have a more accessible building, and the dream to acquire 

land for future mission in the community.  All of this has come to pass and will continue to give life and purpose to 

our congregation.   

Now as we anticipate the final stages of renovations, excavations and building we want to be considering what 

God has in store for us.  On the evenings of Wednesday, November 15th, Sunday, November 26th, and 

Wednesday, December 6th we will have times of public gatherings for prayer.  We will begin with a time of 

worship, include silent times of waiting upon God and praying together with open hearts to receive and hear the 

Spirit of God, without judgment or analysis as to what may or may not be feasible.    

As we pray individually and corporately here are some questions to guide our listening time with God. 

1. What is our purpose as a church?  What is our first love – that which motivates and gives meaning to our 

congregation? 

2. Are there congregational and community needs yet to be addressed? 

3. What is my passion as a disciple of Jesus?  Where is the Spirit nudging/calling me to exercise my 

interests/gifts in kingdom service? 

4. What dreams for Ridgeway is the Spirit bringing to my awareness? 

5. In what ways would you like to see Ridgeway grow as a congregation? 



As you listen to the Holy Spirit in these next couple of months, write down what bubbles to the surface of your 

awareness and send them to the church office for Sarah Showalter to compile.  We will use these musings from 

the Spirit in our discerning times in January and February which will be led by James Akerson. 

We put our trust in God and God’s unfailing love.  For God we wait and anticipate how the Holy Spirit will inspire 

our imaginations and alert us to where and how God is already in the future beckoning us to join in the divine 

mission of proclaiming Jesus as Lord and Savior, ministering healing and forgiveness of sins in the name of Jesus 

and making known the wisdom of God to rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms (Eph. 3:10). 

May we rejoice in God, follow Jesus faithfully and be empowered and encouraged by the Holy Spirit. 

 

2017 Ridgeway Community Garden 

Jeni Heishman 

 
The garden season began with some uncertainty as we tried to find a location out of the way of construction. We 
took a walk around the church and debated various areas, until we decided the best spot was behind the Ridge 
House – under the clothesline. It was a level sunny spot out of the way of construction. Paul Hoover kindly 
navigated clothesline and poles as he tilled the garden. 
 
Due to a late start, the garden structure remained the same as the previous year: a single garden open to anyone. 
I planted tomatoes (thanks to Paul Hoover), spinach and kale, pole beans (to climb up the clothesline), beets, 
cucumbers, potatoes, basil and sunflowers. The compost provided by Erwin Rempel came with butternut squash, 
tomato, and watermelon seeds, which grew and produced. Everything grew prolifically without any watering, 
including the weeds. 
 
As soon as the young plants got established I started 
noticing bite marks and cut off plants among the beets, 
sunflowers and spinach. I worried about rabbits or 
squirrels, and started planning defenses until local 
church members told me they were seeing 
groundhogs. Austin Showalter set a trap and caught 
four groundhogs and a possum in 5 days. Once these 
thieves were dealt with, the garden quickly recovered 
and flourished. 
 
Due to its secluded location, not many neighbors 
discovered and used the garden. Local church 
members picked and ate the produce throughout the 
summer. The neighborhood children did discover the 
garden and enjoyed playing in the obstacle course it 
provided, and occasionally helped out with planting 
and harvesting. 
 
Next year, once the garden is reestablished in a more accessible location, I’d like to try a different approach. 
Generally community gardens work best when participants each have their own plot to care for and eat from. A 
community garden can be a unique opportunity for church members and neighbors and meet and build 
relationships as they work with the soil and grow food together. Scheduled workdays and garden potlucks help 
participants meet and build relationships – and swap produce. 
 
Success for this approach depends on participation and support from Ridgeway members to get the garden going 
and reach out to invite neighbors. As construction progresses and we get closer to the garden season, we will work 
out a final plan and invite you to join in.   
 
 
 
 
 



Coming this Advent season:  Worship Coloring Pages! 
For each Sunday in Advent, a coloring page will be available to use 
during the worship service. Children AND adults are invited to 
participate. For some people, having something to do with your hands 
helps you stay focused on the sermon.  For others, coloring an Advent 
page may encourage deeper reflection on the Advent theme.  Watch for 
the first coloring page on Sunday, November 26! 
 

 
Sharing from Bolivia 
Linda Wenger 
 
Dear Church Family, 
 
I would like to share a bit of my experience in Bolivia last month. Our team of 33 members, including anesthesia, 
surgeons, OR nurses and techs, instrument cleaners, recovery room nurses, floor nurses and aides, non medical 
assistants, and translators, arrived in Bolivia on Sat morning, Sept 16, 2017. Most of us were responsible for 
checking two 30 to 50 pound bags of medical supplies. What we took for our own personal care for the 8 days was 
in our carry on luggage.  
 
After the Friday night flight there, we had brunch where we had the opportunity to meet the Bolivian staff. These 
folks operate the clinic throughout the year and during the week we come to perform the surgeries, they stay at the 
hospital The nurses become the night staff to care for the patients while we rest. Saturday afternoon was 
orientation for the newbies who were participating with the team for the first time. Since our charge nurse's flight 
was postponed, she did not make it for the orientation. Four years ago, which was my last trip, I was charge nurse, 
so I stepped in and provided orientation for the floor nurses. Of the 7 floor nurses, only three of us had participated 
before.  
 
The physicians and anesthesiologists began seeing patients who were scheduled later in the week. This meant 
they did not need to stay as late in the evening on Tues, Wed, or Thurs to see the patients scheduled for surgery 
the following days. After dinner served at the hospital by the kitchen staff, which was always delicious, we headed 
to the hotel for a good night's rest.  
 
Sunday we traveled about a 30 minute drive to a small church 
begun about 10 years ago (pic). Patients from that area had come 
to Mission of Hope for help and pleaded with the mission to please 
send someone to their area to learn more about the Bible. This 
over time led to the establishment of this church. (All patients while 
waiting to see the surgeon and anesthesiologist wait in a common 
area and watch videos where the gospel is presented in word and 
song.) The children of the church presented some scriptures they 
had memorized for us. Worship included music with instruments 
and dance. It was a moving experience for many on our team. The 
pastor shared a sermon which was translated into English for us. 
Two pictures show the Bolivian countryside we experienced 
enroute to the church.  

 
After a nice meal 
at a local 
restaurant, we 
had a few free 
hours to shop if 
desired in the 
center of Santa 
Cruz. Sunday 
evening we 
returned to the 
clinic and 



admitted the patients for Monday's surgeries.  
 
The remainder of the days were alike. We began the day at 0600 with group devotions and specific prayer for each 
person who was scheduled for surgery that day (pic). 0630 we had a buffet breakfast at the hotel. As soon as 
breakfast was enjoyed, we traveled by taxi in groups of 4 to the hospital. Most of us were delighted we did not 
need to drive, and marveled that we all arrived safely every day. Those of us working the floor (pic of 9 persons, 
including the mission leader, Cindy Thacker in dark scrubs) would get report from the Bolivian staff on the status of 
the patients through the night. This of course usually required a translator. Two of the Bolivian nurses could speak 
some English.  
 

We did surgery for 64 patients, mostly hernia repairs, gall bladder removals, bladder prolapse repairs, ovarian cyst 
and uterine masses, which often involved a hysterectomy. One 48 year old woman was discovered to have 
disseminated cancer, and nothing could be surgically done to improve her health. Before she was discharged, a 
group of about 10 of us staff shared a period of prayer with her and her family.  
 
There are 32 beds in the hospital, between 2-4 patients per room with no curtain separation. By Tues evening, 
some patients were admitted to a mattress on the floor of the sunroom, or a patient room. These mattresses would 
be stowed in the morning until that evening, and the patient would be 
assigned a chair until after surgery. That day, someone would be 
discharged and they would be able to have a bed after surgery. Each 
morning a worship service was held in the sunroom and most patients 
eagerly attended (pic).  
 
Our day would begin to end about 7 pm when the floor nurses would 
report back to the Bolivian staff for care of the patients at night. The 
anesthesia, surgery and recovery room staff and translators were often 
the last to leave when the work was done, sometimes after 9 pm. Only 
one patient all week, had her surgery postponed a day due to the 
schedule.  
 
Friday evening we left the hospital and shared a nice meal again at a local 
restaurant. Saturday morning the long treck home began for most. A few 
staff stayed over the weekend until all the patients were well enough to 
leave. All the patients had return follow up visits at the clinic the following 
week. Only one team member experienced a significant GI upset all week. 
We were all weary by Friday evening, but had experienced both being a 
blessing a being blessed!  
 
Thank you again for making it possible for me to participate in this ministry! If you are interested in knowing more 
about the ministry or have interest yourself in participation, please contact missionofhopebolivia.org.  
 
 

http://missionofhopebolivia.org/


 

Photos from the 4th/5th grade 
Sunday School class: 
October 22: The grade 4-5 class 
learned about the Tower of Babel and 
had two groups building their own 
towers. We realized how important it 

was the we understood each 
other.   (Photos by Paul Groff) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Events 

Join VMMissions for the 17th Annual Festival of Praise at Eastern Mennonite School's autiorium on November 
5 at 4:00pm. This worshipful benefit concert features ten men's a capella singing groups that will then combine 
together in a finale.  An offering will be taken to benefit the ministries of VMMissions. 
 
Bridge of Hope's Annual Locavore Luncheon is Saturday, November 11, at Park View Mennonite Church. 
Doors open for silent auction at 11, meal begins at noon. Come and enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by Bowl of 
Good with all locally sourced ingredients! Tickets are $25 individual or $175 for a table of 8 and are available at the 
door or by reserving your space by calling 478-2356. Gather your friends & family to eat, laugh, and do some 
Christmas shopping while supporting homeless and at-risk women and children in this community. 
 
A wonderful weekend retreat is planned for women of all ages on Nov 10-12.  Join your sisters in a beautiful 
setting at Natural Bridge close to Lexington.  Our theme this year will be "Gratitude Beyond Thank You" with Elaine 
Maust as speaker, from Meridian, MS.  Brochures with registration form are available 
atvirginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-women-of-virginia/ 
 
Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group 2018.  Registration is now open for the upcoming Nazareth/Bethlehem Work 
Group (May 11-28, 2018) sponsored by the Partners in Mission program of Virginia Mennonite Missions.  This 
work group will be co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver (Community Mennonite Church) and Phil Kanagy (Weavers 
Mennonite Church) and is open to all interested participants on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more 
information consult the attached brochure and/or contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 (o) or at (540) 
433-3336 (h). 
 
Mennonite Arts Weekend seeks to encourage creative expression in Mennonite communities, to provide 
exposure for artists working in different facets of the arts, to provide a setting for interaction and the exchange of 
ideas, and to bring together practicing Mennonite artists and others interested in the arts. In addition, Mennonite 
Arts Weekend is a gathering that brings Mennonite artists together in an effort to help artists reclaim their 
identity/relationship with the church. There will be a theatre troupe show, poet/cellist improvisation, lectures, art 
gallery, seminars, workshops, performances, congregational singing, informal interaction, dining, and worship. The 
Mennonite Arts Weekend will celebrate its 14th biennial gathering of artists and those interested in the arts 
from Friday evening, February 2, to Sundaymorning worship, February 4, 2018, at Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, 5950 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45213.  Visit www.mennoniteartsweekend.org for more 
information or call 513.351-8785 

 

http://virginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-women-of-virginia/
tel:(540)%20432-4276
tel:(540)%20433-3336
tel:(540)%20433-3336
http://www.mennoniteartsweekend.org/
tel:(513)%20351-8785

