
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       October 2017  

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Ridgeway: A Work in Progress 
Pastor Ben Risser 
 
Each of us, whether young or older, is a “work-in-progress”.  As disciples of Jesus we are continually being made 
into new creations as we un-learn (repent of) the old ways that lead to death and take on (learn) a new way of 
living in and with Christ that leads to fullness of life.  Our congregation is a body that also engages in being 
transformed more and more into the likeness and image of Jesus.  This means that no matter the circumstances, 
no matter the stumbles, no matter the mistakes and failings, God continues creating beauty out of those 
ashes.  Our sins, sufferings and anxieties are the raw materials God can use to build us into a temple where God 
dwells and we flourish. 
 
Ridgeway is experiencing some circumstances that may lead to a corporate feeling of unsettledness and flux - an 
in-between time that seems uncertain.  Our building program is on the way, not yet finished and we will have debt 
payments coming due.  Joy Martin has resigned from her associate pastor position to take on another job at JMU 
and we are discerning together with Pastor Tom what that change means as they shared that role.  Our human 
sexuality discussions in Jan./Feb. was a good exercise in “Being Church” and also emotionally draining.  We are 
missing and experiencing the loss of folks who have moved to other parts of the country and some who have 
moved to other churches.  We still grieve with Caleb Hochstetler the tragic death of his wife Hannah and pray for 
his emotional and physical journey of recovery.  The torch of church leadership is being passed from an older 
generation to a younger one. 
 
Change, unsettledness and challenging circumstances makes fertile soil for God to work.  It is in these times, when 
faced with our inadequacies, questions and fears, that we become more open to God’s Spirit moving in our 
midst.  At the end of ourselves we find God’s steadfast and abiding presence encouraging hope, inspiring dreams 
and providing refreshing rain for parched souls.  Faith is grown, trust is built and God’s faithfulness is confirmed in 
our struggles. 
 
The Pastor Team is calling the congregation to a time of prayer and listening to the Holy Spirit this fall season.  We 
will have some times of meeting together for prayer in November and December.  Through these next months we 
ask the congregation to seek the voice of God, to listen, to wait, and to discern how and where God wants to lead 
us.  We anticipate a time of dreaming and imagining with God.  In January and February we will prayerfully and 
practically work at what is next for Ridgeway.  We want to prepare ourselves for moving forward into an uncertain 
and changing future secure in our confidence in God’s Spirit to make a way for us to travel, though it is unseen in 
the moment.  I am assured of God’s presence, the power of the Holy Spirit and the companionship of Jesus Christ 
as we go forward in faithful discipleship.         
 



Virginia Meyerhoeffer: Friend to All 
Ferne Bowman 

 
Several years ago we began noticing this friendly woman at Ridgeway who soon became involved in many of our 
activities. She was willing and able to help with anything that needed doing—ushering, kitchen help etc. When she 
was asked, “What brought you to Ridgeway?” her response was immediate--Sue and Tyree Webster. Tyree was 
one of Virginia’s customers who became a friend. When Virginia’s husband died (ten years ago) Sue attended the 
funeral. That led to a close friendship with both Sue and Tyree. They kept telling her, “You need to come to 
Ridgeway, you would like it.” She came and she did. 
 

Virginia is a native Virginian. She was born in Harrisonburg and grew up in 
Grottoes along with two sisters. She is the middle child in the family. As a 
child she enjoyed biking with friends and spending as much time as possible 
outside. Her mother now lives in Knoxville, Tennessee. 
 
When Virginia was about five, she and her sister had their tonsils removed. 
After the surgery Virginia developed blood poisoning from the anesthesia 
which necessitated the use of a wheelchair. This experience resulted in an 
attitude of “I can overcome anything through the grace of God.” 
 
Virginia has three children. The oldest son lives in Grottoes with his family, 
three children 2 girls 1 boy. Her oldest daughter lives in California and has 
one daughter. Her youngest daughter currently lives with her. 

 
Virginia worked hard all her life. She is currently employed by Wolseley Industrial Group in industrial sales. The 
work is satisfying and requires specialized knowledge.   
 
Virginia’s grandmother was a positive influence in her faith development. Later in life she was mentored by her 
pastor and his wife, Eugene and Alice Souder at Mt. Vernon Mennonite Church. She has a strong desire for 
wanting to be where God wants her to be. Virginia is thankful for Ridgeway, and we at Ridgeway are fortunate to 
have Virginia Meyerhoeffer here with us. 
 
 
Joe Seitz: Mission/Service Trip to China 
 
The Outreach Commission is pleased to share its approval of Joe Seitz for a mission trip to China beginning 
December 4, 2017. IVHQ (International Volunteer Headquarters) is the organization through which Joe will serve. 
The duration of the mission/service trip will be 10 weeks. His service assignments include English teaching and 
Special Needs Care. Total costs are approximately $4,000 of which $2,000 will be needed by November 4. 
 
Joe prepared the following statement about “Why Ridgeway’s Support Matters to Me”: 
“Beyond the scope of financial support, there is a need for spiritual support and communal affirmation. Ridgeway is 
the church I have grown up in, and has informed my life both socially and spiritually. Receiving support from 
Ridgeway would help me be confident in the work I will be doing because I do not want to be doing this alone. By 
going with the blessing of the congregation I would have the confidence to walk with God in a new environment, 
doing this work. I took a year off to focus on personal and spiritual growth, experiential learning, cultural exploration 
and development of a global perspective. I think that this volunteering experience will push me into unfamiliar 
territory, and expand my capabilities and faith.” 
 
The Outreach Commission encourages the congregation to contribute $2,000 by November 4. Make checks 
payable to Ridgeway Mennonite Church with a designation note of “China Project”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Photos from the 4th/5th grade Sunday School class: 
September 3: After learning about Pentecost, children decorated cupcakes to celebrate the birthday of the early 
church. The icing was red/pink//orange/yellow to represent the flames of fire over the disciples heads when the 
Spirit came. 
September 17:  The class recreated the flat rooftop from Acts 10 and read about Peter's vision while on a roof top 
and how Peter visited Cornelius showing that God's love is for everyone.   (All photos by Denise Oberholtzer)  

 
 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

Celebrate 100 years with EMU as we welcome alumni and friends back to campus during Centennial 
Homecoming & Family Weekend, October 12-16. Enjoy a lineup of special events, including The Steel Wheels 
and a commissioned play written and directed by Ingrid DeSanctis ’88 and Ted Swartz ’89, MA ’92. Check out our 
full list of events at emu.edu/centennial/events and register today atemu.edu/centennial/registration. Please direct 
questions to the Alumni and Parent Engagement Office at alumni@emu.edu or 540-432-4589. 
 
A wonderful weekend retreat is planned for women of all ages on Nov 10-12.  Join your sisters in a beautiful 
setting at Natural Bridge close to Lexington.  Our theme this year will be "Gratitude Beyond Thank You" with Elaine 
Maust as speaker, from Meridian, MS.  Brochures with registration form are available 
atvirginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-women-of-virginia/ 
 
ACRS Memoir 4 release coming at EMU Homecoming. Join the authors of the fourth volume of ACRS Memoirs 
series for a book signing and celebration on October 13, 12:30-1:30 p.m. at Eastern Mennonite Seminary's Martin 
Chapel. Fifteen Mennonite and Brethren writers who have made a difference—often worldwide—through service, 
tell their stories of integrating faith, life, and thought in Anabaptist perspective and draw on Eastern Mennonite 
University connections.  
 
The Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, together with Harrisonburg Public Schools and NewBridges Immigrant 
Resource Center, present A Celebration of Latin American Cultures, Oct 13, at Skyline Middle School in 
Harrisonburg. An evening of music, dance, and food starts at 6:30 pm with a film screening and talk back with 
producer Eduardo Lopez at 7:45. Free and open to the public. 
 
Join Massanutten Presbyterian Church (50 Indian Trail Rd, Penn Laird, VA) for a Community Worship Service 
commemorating the 500th anniversary of the Reformation on Sunday, October 15, at3:00 pm. A message will 
be delivered by Dr. Michael A. King, former Dean of Eastern Mennonite Seminary, and current president of 
Cascadia Publishing House. Event sponsored by Keezletown Methodist Church, Massanutten Presbyterian 
Church, St. Jacobs Lutheran Church, and Trinity Lutheran Church. 
 
A half-day workshop on racial equity will be Saturday, October 21, in Martin Chapel (EMU)  to thoughtfully 
explore the structural nature of racism, the characteristics of modern-day racial inequity, and the relationships 
between people, communities, and racial inequity. Sponsored by Faith in Action and the Harrisonburg-Rockingham 
NAACP. Register: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/focus-on-racial-equity-seminar-tickets-37530105556 
 
Bridge of Hope's Annual Locavore Luncheon is Saturday, November 11, at Park View Mennonite Church. 
Doors open for silent auction at 11, meal begins at noon. Come and enjoy a delicious lunch prepared by Bowl of 
Good with all locally sourced ingredients! Tickets are $25 individual or $175 for a table of 8 and are available at the 
door or by reserving your space by calling 478-2356. Gather your friends & family to eat, laugh, and do some 
Christmas shopping while supporting homeless and at-risk women and children in this community. 
 
Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group 2018.  Registration is now open for the upcoming Nazareth/Bethlehem Work 
Group (May 11-28, 2018) sponsored by the Partners in Mission program of Virginia Mennonite Missions.  This 
work group will be co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver (Community Mennonite Church) and Phil Kanagy (Weavers 
Mennonite Church) and is open to all interested participants on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more 
information consult the attached brochure and/or contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 (o) or at (540) 
433-3336 (h). 
 
Mennonite Arts Weekend seeks to encourage creative expression in Mennonite communities, to provide 
exposure for artists working in different facets of the arts, to provide a setting for interaction and the exchange of 
ideas, and to bring together practicing Mennonite artists and others interested in the arts. In addition, Mennonite 
Arts Weekend is a gathering that brings Mennonite artists together in an effort to help artists reclaim their 
identity/relationship with the church. There will be a theatre troupe show, poet/cellist improvisation, lectures, art 
gallery, seminars, workshops, performances, congregational singing, informal interaction, dining, and worship. The 
Mennonite Arts Weekend will celebrate its 14th biennial gathering of artists and those interested in the arts 
from Friday evening, February 2, to Sunday morning worship, February 4, 2018, at Pleasant Ridge Presbyterian 
Church, 5950 Montgomery Road, Cincinnati, Ohio 45213.  Visit www.mennoniteartsweekend.org for more 
information or call 513.351-8785 
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