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Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

A Pioneering Spirit 
Pastor Ben Risser 
 
The winds of change are blowing all around us. Most times it seems as though these winds are at gale force, a 
hurricane that threatens to overwhelm. Jesus likened the Holy Spirit to an unpredictable and uncontrolled wind that 
“blows wherever it pleases… you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going” (John 3:8). We humans 
desire predictability, stability and safety. Therefore untamable wind, whether winds of change or Spirit wind, is a 
challenge to our equilibrium. The two most common responses when stability is threatened is to flee or to fight. We 
either want to get away from it all and seek someplace calm – or – we hunker down fighting to hold fast until it all, 
hopefully, passes by. 
 
Ridgeway, as well as other congregations in this post-modern era, is facing turbulent untamable winds. Fleeing 
and fighting are not sustainable ways of preparing for the future. We must develop other responses to consistently 
live out our faith as disciples of Jesus, who proclaim the Kingdom of God and invite others to experience reunion 
with their Creator who forgives sin and by His indwelling Spirit enables new life which is eternal. 
 
I believe a pioneering spirit will best enable us to navigate these 
winds of change. We will need a willingness to go out into the 
storm, neither fleeing nor fighting, but seeking a path through the 
storms of change believing that our Lord Jesus Christ is already 
there before us. It is out in the storm that he speaks, “Take 
courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid” (Mark 6:50). It is out in the storm 
that he takes us by the hand and enables us to walk where we 
never thought we could (think of Peter walking on water). It is out 
in the storm where we are most at risk and most threatened that 
we experience God’s comforting, healing and assuring presence. 
 
A pioneering spirit means we are willing to let go of some trusted 
patterns and embrace the unknown uncertain future, being 
certain only of God’s faithfulness and abiding presence. It may 
mean unlearning some habits so that new ones may be 
established. A pioneering spirit compels us to listen closely to the 
voice of God rather than our own. A pioneering spirit entails 
some tough decisions about what was and what can be. A 
pioneering spirit will allow us to be led to green pastures, still 
waters, and restored souls, we will not find those on our own.        Jesus Calms the Storm, 1995, Laura James 



Photos from Sunday, August 27: the school aged children received "survival kits" for the upcoming school year, 
Pastor Ben had a special prayer for Claire Maust as she begins Kindergarten, the Senior Youth reported on their 
trip to Orlando, FL for Mennonite Youth Convention, the Junior Youth reported on their service trip with Eastern 
Mennonite Missions in Lancaster, PA.  (All photos by Paul Groff) 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

You can help the Relief Sale efforts now! We need donations of craft supplies, small treasures, books and kids 
toys for the Kiddie Corner. This is a sort of yard sale for kids. Donations can be dropped off at the Conference 
office (601 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg) to a big bin inside the front door.  This is a great way to let kids 
contribute to efforts, both by donating and buying. Contact Greta Kreider for more info 
at leinbach.kreider@gmail.com 

A wonderful weekend retreat is planned for women of all ages on Nov 10-12.  Join your sisters in a beautiful 
setting at Natural Bridge close to Lexington.  Our theme this year will be "Gratitude Beyond Thank You" with Elaine 
Maust as speaker, from Meridian, MS.  Early registration ends Sept 6.   
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Calling all bicycle enthusiasts, small and tall!  You are invited to participate in the 20th annual Bike 
Shenandoah ride on Saturday, September 16 at Eastern Mennonite School in Harrisonburg, VA.  This family-
friendly event includes rides of 5, 15, 30, or 62 miles in the beautiful Shenandoah Valley.  All proceeds benefit 
Virginia Mennonite Missions, MennoMedia, Mennonite Central Committee, NewBridges Immigrant Resource 
Center, Our Community Place, and Roberta Webb Childcare Center.  Individuals and congregations can also 
participate by sponsoring riders.  Register online at bikeshenandoah.org or the day of the ride! 

Let your voice resonate! Join a regional hymn sing at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, September 17, at Harrisonburg 
Mennonite Church, for a glimpse into the work of the Mennonite Worship and Song Committee. The new hymnal is 
projected for release in 2020. Benjamin Bergey will lead the singing of your heartsongs, as well as introduce new 
music being considered for the collection. Bergey is the music editor for the Mennonite Worship and Song 
Collection. He is a doctor of musical arts candidate at James Madison University and is director of music at 
Harrisonburg Mennonite Church. An offering will be received to support the production phase of the new collection. 
An opportunity to honor a loved one with a line in the hymnal will be presented. Come add your voice in sharing 
hopes and dreams for a new hymnal as we sing praise to God! 

Host an UP WITH PEOPLE cast member during their stay in Harrisonburg! The international cast of Up with 
People will be in Harrisonburg from September 25 through October 2, 2017. Host families are needed to house 
these dynamic young people from 15 countries during their visit. Host families provide a place to sleep, limited 
local transportation and some meals (usually breakfast and dinner). As a thank you, all host families will receive 2 
complimentary tickets to the Up with People Show happening on September 29 and 30 at 7 pm at Eastern 
Mennonite School. Please feel free to find out more about the organization on their website 
at upwithpeople.org and if you are interested in bringing the world into your home please contact Allison Pickens 
at (815)713-9678 or apickens@upwithpeople.org. 

Engage with pastor Mandy Smith as she comes to Harrisonburg for a series of chapels, forums and lectures 
on “Being Human in Ministry,” September 19-20, 2017. Originally from Australia, Mandy Smith is lead pastor of 
University Christian Church, a campus and neighborhood congregation with its own fair-trade café in Cincinnati, 
Ohio. She is a contributing editor for Leadership Journal and the author of Making a Mess and Meeting God. Her 
latest book is The Vulnerable Pastor: How Human Limitations Empower Our Ministry (IVP). Her books will be 
available for purchase. These events are sponsored by Eastern Mennonite Seminary, Eastern Mennonite 
University, Virginia Mennonite Conference, and Virginia Mennonite Missions. See the schedule of events and learn 
more at virginiaconference.org/news/being-human-in-ministry-with-mandy-smith/ 

The Mennonite Hispanic Initiative Friends Dinner will be Friday, September 22, 7-9 pm, at Park View 
Mennonite Church. Join us for a Latino meal served by MHI people from three congregations. A special program 
will highlight MHI's accomplishments in the last year. There will also be opportunity to financially support the work 
and mission of MHI. 

Celebrate 100 years with EMU as we welcome alumni and friends back to campus during Centennial 
Homecoming & Family Weekend, October 12-16. Enjoy a lineup of special events, including The Steel Wheels 
and a commissioned play written and directed by Ingrid DeSanctis ’88 and Ted Swartz ’89, MA ’92. Check out our 
full list of events at emu.edu/centennial/events and register today atemu.edu/centennial/registration. Please direct 
questions to the Alumni and Parent Engagement Office at alumni@emu.edu or 540-432-4589. 

Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group 2018.  Registration is now open for the upcoming Nazareth/Bethlehem Work 
Group (May 11-28, 2018) sponsored by the Partners in Mission program of Virginia Mennonite Missions.  This 
work group will be co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver (Community Mennonite Church) and Phil Kanagy (Weavers 
Mennonite Church) and is open to all interested participants on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more 
information consult the attached brochure and/or contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 (o) or at (540) 
433-3336 (h). 
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