
 

Welcome to all guests! 

You are invited to the fellowship hall (lower level) for 

coffee and refreshments following the service.  

 

Sunday School begins at 11am – All are welcome. 

Children Age 2-5, Grades K-2, 3-5 — Lower Level 

Jr High & Sr. High — Upper Level 

College/Young Adult — Main Level Classroom 

Intergenerational Adult Classes: 

Connections — Sanctuary 

Koinonia— Lower Level Classroom 

The Potter’s Clay— Fellowship Hall 
 

 

Today 

12:00pm Fellowship Meal - A special invitation is extended 

to all students, newcomers, and guests to share our 

meal and fellowship with us. 

6:00pm Jr and Sr High Youth Annual Walk to Klines 

 

Tuesday, September 12 

7:00am Women’s Breakfast @ Dairy Queen  

 

Wednesday, September 13 

7:00am Men’s Breakfast @ McDonalds 

4:30pm Kids Club 

6:30pm Women’s Care Group 

 

Looking Ahead 

Monday, Sept 18, 6:00pm Friendly Pilgrims Dinner @ 

Golden Corral 

Thursday, Sept 21, 6:00pm Prime Timers 
 

 

 

Next Sunday 
Preaching: Pastor Ben Risser 
Worship Leader: Ben Risser 
Song Leader: Joe Seitz 
Greeters: Glen and Sandy Kauffman, Jim Good 
Nursery: Miriam Hostetter, Jimmy and Nicole Foltz 

 
 

 

Our purpose as a Church is to love God 

and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit 

to become the living presence of Jesus 

Christ in our homes, across the street, 

and around the world. 

 
 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
546 Franklin St. 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30am  

Sunday School at 11:00am 

 

 

Pastor Ben Risser:  
ben@ridgewaymennonite.org 

Associate Pastor Tom Martin: 
tom@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

(540) 434-3476 

office@ridgwaymennonite.org 

 

Website: 
ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Welcome to 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
 

September 10, 2017 

 

 

Opening Song 

Call to Worship 

 

Worship in Song 

Offering/ My Coins Count 

 

Worship in Song 

 

Scripture: Joshua 3:1-17, Luke 5:36-39 

Sermon "We have never been this way before" 

Response Song 

 

Commissioning Jenny Kniss [children’s sing-a-long downstairs] 

Commissioning Linda Wenger 

 

Sharing and Prayer  

 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

Sending Song 

 

Preaching: Pastor Ben Risser 
Worship Leader: Glen Kauffman 
Praise Team: Sam Sauder (leader), Kathryn Morris, Alana 

Morris, Rob Slaubaugh, Christa Hoover, Paul Hoover, 
Kayla Sauder 

Prelude/Offertory: Christa Hoover 
Sharing: Ben Risser  
Sound: Kevin Longenecker 
Power Point: Collin Longenecker 
Greeters: Jim and Dorcas Good, Kathy Risser  
Nursery: Donnie and Dawn Coleman, Kathy Risser 

 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers:  
  

 Alisha and Brent Justice as they leave Uganda on Sunday, 
September 10th, fly to Amsterdam and scheduled to arrive in 
Atlanta, GA, on Friday, September 15. Pray for safe travels and 
for their time on furlough in the States.  

 Bob Landes, who had a stroke on Monday evening.  

 The Landes family as they grieve the loss of Alvin Landes, 
brother to Bob and Don Landes. 

 Aubrey Watson, brother to Linda Hamilton, as he recovers from 
surgery related to stomach cancer.  Pray for peace for him. 

 Ruby Mowbray, sister to Linda Hamilton, who has had several 
falls recently. Pray for safety as she lives alone. 

 Cathy Cupp, who is experiencing severe pain as she awaits hip 
replacement surgery.  Pray for God's timing with the surgery 
scheduled on 10/5, or sooner if there is a cancellation. 
 

If you have prayer concerns you would like included in the 
bulletin’s “In Our Thoughts and Prayers” section, please notify 
the church office administrator.   
 

***************************************** 

 

A Look at VMMissions: 
Lift up Jim and Pam Beachy, who arrived in Albania last month 
to work at the Lezha Academic Center. Pray for a good 
transition to a new culture, city, language, and school. 
 
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: 
Mennonite Mission Network requests prayer for Mennonite 
Church Nigeria’s youth who will begin gathering Wednesday for 
their five-day national camp. Pray for Psalmist Ekpedeme 
Jackson, their president, as he leads the young people in 
worship, Bible study, training in peacebuilding and 
reconciliation, and in business development principles. 
 

 
Dear Church Family, I would like to take the opportunity to 
express my deep appreciation for your support of my medical 
mission trip to Bolivia Sept 15 to 23. I was delighted with your 
generosity! I would covet your prayers for health and strength 
for our team of 33 persons, and our director, as we anticipate 
relating with 65-70 patients and their families. Pray that we can 
be Christ like in our ministry and also be open to what our 
clients have to offer us as well. Thank you! -Linda Wenger 
 
Take notice of the thank you note on the bulletin board from 
our grandson, Chris Woodard.  Some of you Ridgeway 
people generously supported him in his European music tour 
this summer.    –Dan and Ferne Bowman 

Today is the last day to add your signature to two letters. The 
letter of support and encouragement for Charlottesville Mennonite 
Church that was shared at church camp out, as well as a letter of 
support for MDV’s application for a special use permit for the land 
where MDV hopes to build a church are on the table in the library.  
Show your support by adding your signature to each letter. 

Church office hours this week will be modified while Sarah 
Showalter is on vacation. Office hours will be Monday 9am-12pm 
and Wednesday-Friday 9am-12pm.  Please send urgent e-mails to 
ben@ridgewaymennonite.org or call 540-434-3476. Bulletin notes 
can be sent to office@ridgewaymennonite.org and Lois Maust will 
see that they are added.   

All women are invited to the first fall meeting of Women’s Care 
Group, Wednesday evening, September 13, at 6:00 pm at Mary 
Ann Shisler’s home.  We will share supper and have time for 
visiting and preliminary planning for Women’s Care Group for the 
upcoming year.  Please bring a salad or finger food to share.  Our 
book/Bible study will resume in October.  If you have any 
questions, please talk with Kathy Risser or Mary Ann Shisler. 

The Gifts Discernment Committee is pleased to announce that 
Monika Burkholder received 100% affirmation for the position of 
Children & Youth Co-Commissioner.   There were many notes of 
affirmation as well.   Thank you all for your support of Monika 
serving in this position. 

Primetimers will meet September 21 at 6:00 p.m. in Ridgeway 
Fellowship Hall. The meeting begins with a carry-in meal. The 
program will consist of interviews with Cecil and Dory Grove; and 
Virginia Meyerhoeffer (conducted by Ferne Bowman). The purpose 
is for us to learn to know these people better, and for them to 
share with us. Most folks have not been at Ridgeway all of their 
lives, so there is much we don't know about them. Let's see what 
we can learn. 

Sign up to make cookies for the Friday evening dinner at the 
Relief Sale.  Put 2 cookies in a snack size Ziploc bag and deliver 
to the barn at the fairgrounds by 4pm on Friday, September 29 
or to Naomi Ressler by 3:30pm. 

The 20th annual Bike Shenandoah ride will be Saturday, Sept. 
16 at Eastern Mennonite School in Harrisonburg, VA.  This family-
friendly event includes rides of 5, 15, 30, or 62 miles in the 
beautiful Shenandoah Valley.  All proceeds benefit Virginia 
Mennonite Missions, MennoMedia, Mennonite Central Committee, 
NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center, Our Community Place, 
and Roberta Webb Childcare Center.  Individuals and 
congregations can also participate by sponsoring riders.  Register 
online at bikeshenandoah.org or the day of the ride! 

Join a regional hymn sing at 6:30 p.m. Sunday, September 17, 
at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church, for a glimpse into the new 
hymnal, projected for release in 2020. Benjamin Bergey, music 
editor for the new song collection, will lead the singing of your 
heartsongs, as well as introduce new music being considered for 
the collection. An offering will be received and an opportunity to 
honor a loved one with a line in the hymnal will be presented. 
Come add your voice in sharing hopes and dreams for a new 
hymnal as we sing praise to God! 

Pastor Mandy Smith will give a community lecture, “Engaged in 
Mission, Owning our Humanity,” at Park View Mennonite 
Church Tuesday, September 19 at 7pm. Originally from 
Australia, Mandy Smith is lead pastor of University Christian 
Church, a campus and neighborhood congregation with its own 
fair-trade café in Cincinnati, Ohio. Her latest book is The 
Vulnerable Pastor: How Human Limitations Empower Our 
Ministry (IVP).  

The Mennonite Hispanic Initiative Friends Dinner will be 
Friday, September 22, 7-9 pm, at Park View Mennonite Church. 
Join us for a Latino meal served by MHI people from three 
congregations. A special program will highlight MHI's 
accomplishments in the last year. Sponsor a table of 8 people for 
$100.  RSVP to MarvinL@mennonitemission.net. 

Mark your calendars for the 51
st

 Virginia Mennonite Relief 
Sale, September 29-30. The 2 day event includes an auction of 
quilts, woodwork, handmade items, and more. A wide variety of 
homemade food is also a highlight for many people. Because of 
the great need for war and famine refugee relief, the Virginia 
Mennonite Relief Sale is promoting an “S.O.S. (Sharing Our 
Surplus) Campaign” in attempt to double the amount raised in 
2016.  Consider how you might share of your surplus at this 
year’s relief sale. 

Aaron Hostetter is getting settled in and acclimated with his 
experience with Cowboys with a mission in Wyoming. Thank you 
for your prayers and support. If you would like to give him 
encouragement you can send notes in the mail or if you would 
like to give financial support you can send checks to Cowboys 
with a mission, PO Box 490 Meeteetse Wyoming 82433.  

 

Building Updates:  

The plumbing and HVAC rough in have been  
started, and the electrical contractor  
will mobilize next week. The windows  
will be installed week of Sept 18.  
  

 Attendance Last Week: 102  


