
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       August 2017  

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Getting to Know Jim and Rhonda Herr 
Rhonda Herr 
 
Jim and Rhonda Herr began attending RMC in May of 2012 after a lengthy search for a church to feed them 
spiritually. They attended many area churches before coming to Ridgeway. They gave RMC a try after learning the 
house they were hoping to buy had belonged to Dan and Francis Smucker. They felt at home right away and knew 
they were in the right place after hearing Pastor Ben's messages. 
 
Jim was born in Northern PA in 1957, the 3rd of 5 children. A few 
years later a foster brother joined his family. He remembers an 
early childhood with no television, a mother in a cape dress and a 
father in a plain suit. It all changed in 1969 his family moved to 
upstate NY. After starting high school in NY, he spent a year at 
LMHS and transferred to EMHS for his senior year. He has 3 sons, 
Jason, Mike and Kyle. 
 
Rhonda was born in Kalamazoo, Michigan. She and her sister 
were raised by a single mom after her parents divorced when she 
was four. She remembers going to Sunday School when she was 
very little, but for the most part, only went to church on Christmas 
and Easter. The family moved to Sacramento, California when she 
was 10 and she grew up and graduated from high school there. 
She attended University of California at Davis and earned a BS in 
Biological Sciences before getting accepted to veterinary school at 
Michigan State University. Her mother passed away while she was 
in veterinary school. After graduation, she married and worked in 
mid Michigan for 11 years. She has always enjoyed horseback 
riding, fishing, gardening and just being outside. After being 
widowed in 2006, she moved to Virginia to be near her sister in 
Winchester. 
 
In the fall of 2009, Rhonda suffered an injury which kept her 
indoors and off her horse for several months. At the same time, 
Jim, who also would rarely be found indoors, suffered an injury 
which kept him at home. Both found relief from boredom and 



frustration at the computer, and in November of 2009, with the indirect collaboration of another Mennonite by the 
name of Galen Buckwalter, they met on-line through eHarmony. After several weeks of "guided communication", 
they met at a restaurant in Middletown and began making numerous trips up and down I-81 between Harrisonburg 
and Winchester. They were married in November 2012 and moved into the “Smucker” farm the following 
September. 
 
Though we come from very different backgrounds, together we have discovered a need for, and a desire to 
understand and appreciate our relationships with Jesus. Our spouse's weaknesses and short comings are lifted up 
by our partner, in a helpful and supporting way. It hasn't always been that way for either of us. We have both 
experienced much hurt, pain and sorrow in our previous lives. As we reflect back on our early years, we recognize 
an absence of, or an exclusion of, Christ in our lives. It is through some of these experiences that have gained 
compassion for and understanding of those people who continue to live in that empty space. 
 
Jim is a general contractor (Herr & Co., Inc) and Rhonda owns her own relief veterinary service where she fills in 
for other veterinarians when they need to be away from their practices. 
 
Our family now includes 3 sons and daughters-in-law, 3 grandchildren, a small herd of Tarentaise cattle, 3 horses, 
4 cats, a flock of chickens and one dog. We enjoy spending time with the grandkids, horseback riding, camping, 
fishing, gardening and just being outside. 
 
We are grateful for our church family at Ridgeway and for the many ways you have expressed your love for us. 
 

 
Note from The Wilcox Family 
 
Dear Ridgeway, 
 
Thanks so much for all of your help, prayers, and support during our transition to Kansas. It has not been easy 
saying goodbye to all we know and are familiar with as we have sought to follow God's call; however, we have 
been amazed at how God is fitting things together at every turn for us. 
 
Our trip out here happened in two parts. First, Raquel, the boys, and her parents took a week to drive out, stopping 
in Indiana, Illinois, and Iowa to visit relatives and ended the trip with a stop at Legoland. This was a wonderful way 
to get out to Kansas where each day only had a few hours of driving before stopping to visit. The only wrinkle in 
driving out there happened the last night of traveling when our car topper, with mostly bedding, was stolen during 
the night. It was a disappointment, but we were able to borrow bedding for our first night in our home before the 
box truck arrived. 
 
Steve began the trek to Kansas five days after Raquel with Kevin Nafziger and all of our belongings in the box 
truck. Thanks to all the Ridgeway muscle that helped load the truck and surprisingly, everything fit! This too was a 
mostly enjoyable way to get out to Kansas. It was great to have a friend and skilled driver willing to make the trip 
with me as I would not have wanted to do it alone. Aside from only being able to do about 30mph up the hills in WV 
and Kentucky, and nearly tipping the truck once it was smooth sailing, we made it by Friday evening to join the 
others for the first night in our new home. We drove 4 hrs the first night then Kevin drove an impressive 16hrs the 
next day to arrive in Halstead. 
 
Now we are setting up our new home and unboxing things and trying to find places for them to go. Our home was 
built in 1912 so as you can imagine there are plenty of things that don’t work quite right. Our thanks again to Kevin 
who figured out some of the crazy wiring and fixed it before he flew back on Sunday. For all the little things with the 
home, there is still this wonderful antique old house beauty and charm. 
 
Raquel received a job offer the second day we arrived here and has accepted the position as the Kindergarten 
teacher at South Breeze in Newton, another answered prayer for us. She has already started some of the 
beginning year training and will begin full time July 31st. I will begin at First Mennonite Church on August 1st. 
Although we have not officially begun there we have been getting to know some of the people. They came and 
helped us unload the big truck, brought us some housewarming gifts, and invited us for meals and to come and 
play pickleball. I am looking forward to ministering and getting to know all the people, as well as see where and 
how God is moving here. 



 
We are all getting use to the small town feel, where everywhere we go, someone knows about us, the house, or 
the church. The boys have so far been enjoying the trip, the house, and being out here. They miss their friends and 
Grandma and Grandpa which seems to come in waves, but overall have been doing great. Like the local children, 
our boys are eager for more freedom to bike, head to the local areas, etc. without the presence of parents, but 
we’re not quite there yet. The school is two blocks away and the boys will soon enjoy some of that independence. 
 
Thank you again for your sending, support, and being part of our family as we raised our boys in Harrisonburg. 
Blessings on this coming school year as you continue to minister to the young generation. 
 
With love and grace, Steve, Raquel, Ethan, and Eli 

 

 

Virginia Mennonite Conference Assembly, July 20-22, 2017 
Jim Good 

With the theme, “Neighbors: Strangers No More”, the Virginia 
Mennonite Conference met at Park View Mennonite Church 
on Thursday evening, July 20, with a welcome and 
announcements by moderator Elroy Miller. 

Our first speaker, Mary Beth Heatwole Moore, Pastor of Signs of 
Life Fellowship, in Staunton, which caters to hard-of-hearing 
attendees, told of the history of this church and its desire to be a 
part of Virginia Conference. That desire was met when the 
delegates approved the conference council recommendation that 
Signs of Life be accepted for full membership at Friday’s delegate 
session. 

The second speaker of the evening was Saulo Padilla, an MCC 
worker who helps meet the need for better and 
safer mechanisms for people facing migration. John Chapter 4 
gives the biblical call to welcome strangers and Saulo shared 
how MCC is doing this. 

Friday morning Wilma Bailey led a Bible study, and time was 
given to various Virginia Conference Commissions to tell of their 
work. A brief report was given by Patsy Seitz, chair of the Faith 
and Life Commission. 



Friday afternoon began with a report from the Conference Historical Committee. Of particular interest here is the 
plan for the Virginia Mennonite Conference to join with the Shenandoah Valley Mennonite Historians to produce a 
new history of Virginia Mennonites, building on the earlier work by Harry Brunk. This new book will be written by 
Steven Nolt, former history professor at Goshen College, who was present and shared how he will organize 
material from the Archives for this book. 

The history report was followed by MCUSA’s report from Ervin Stutzman, Executive Director. He gave a 
presentation concerning the status of our denomination and shared that he will be retiring in 2018. The balance of 
the afternoon was given to workshop sessions some of which dealt with the needs and issues of immigrants and 
refugees to our country. 

The evening meal was catered by the Taj of India which provided a segway to their restaurant in 
Harrisonburg. Following the meal and group singing, we gave our attention to Ces’ar Garc’ia from Columbia, who 
is the General Secretary of the Mennonite World Conference. He used Acts 10 for his message and brought us up-
to-date on the role of the Mennonite Church around the world. 

On Saturday morning the delegates heard from, among others, Jason Wagner, a chaplain with our Pastor, Ben 
Risser, at the local jail. Some time was given then to Aaron Kauffman with news and reports from the work of 
Virginia Mennonite Missions, both present and future locations and activities. 

A time of prayer and response to the concerns and presentations shared during the morning concluded the 
assembly. Pastor Ben and I attended as delegates from Ridgeway. 
 

A Grandparents’ Thank You  
Ferne Bowman 
 
Dan and Ferne Bowman want to extend a huge THANK YOU to all of you who contributed funds to our grandson, 
Chris Woodard, for the AMA Silver Tour 2017. Chris was chosen from his Coatesville, Pennsylvania High School 
to participate in this area wide choir group to tour central Europe and give concerts in various places. We’ve been 
following his itinerary and it sounds like he is getting life- changing experiences. In addition to giving concerts the 
group of about 29 high school students are having many opportunities for visiting historical sites in Switzerland, 
Italy, Austria, and Germany; and for viewing God’s Masterpiece of the Alps Mountains. With the help of modern 
technology it was so exciting to be able to see and hear the choir singing in a beautiful cathedral in Italy. And they 
sang one of Ferne’s favorite songs, Let There be Peace on Earth and Let it Begin with me. Thanks to all of you 
(Chris is also very appreciative) for helping to make this fantastic experience possible for him, and we pray it will 
have a small part in bringing peace to the world. 
 

 

Upcoming Events 

A Dinner to support the ministry of the Machado Family will be held at Ridgeway on Friday, August 11 at 
6:30pm.  There is a $15 cost per plate, additional donations are welcome.  The Machados are members of 
Manantial de Vida and will be serving with VMMissions in Spain. 

The Sing Me High Music Festival will be August 25-26. The two day event is even bigger and better than the 
successful inaugural 2016 effort, and now that the line-up is set, we're looking for more volunteers, sponsors, and 
guests! Be one of the first 500 ticket-holders to get early bird pricing and some festival giveaways. 
Visit www.singmehigh.com for information about tickets, volunteering, or business sponsorships. Hope to see you 
at #singmehigh2017! 

The Shenandoah Valley Mennonite Historians are tentatively planning an Old Order Mennonite Tour in 
Rockingham County on September 16.  It will begin at Weavers Mennonite Church at 9 am and end back at the 
church around 3 pm.  It will include a visit to one of the churches, a school, buggy shop and a full lunch prepared 
and served in one of the Old Order Mennonite homes.  The approximate cost will be around $45 per person 

http://www.singmehigh.com/


including the transportation, tour guide and lunch. Please email Jim Hershberger at jimhersh254@gmail.com or 
call/text (540) 908-8005 if you are interested.  

The Mennonite Hispanic Initiative Friends Dinner will be Friday, September 22, 7-9 pm, at Park View 
Mennonite Church. Join us for a Latino meal served by MHI people from three congregations. A special program 
will highlight MHI's accomplishments in the last year. There will also be opportunity to financially support the work 
and mission of MHI. 

The Singers Glen Music and Heritage Festival will feature three performances of Alice Parker's opera Singers 
Glen on September 23 and 24. The opera features lots of great choral hymn singing, and you're invited to join the 
choir—all ages welcome, no audition needed. Rehearsals will be held at Donovan United Methodist Church in 
Singers Glen on Sunday afternoons from 3-5 beginning August 13. Additional rehearsals for the entire cast will be 
scheduled the week prior to the performance, likely including Thursday and Friday. Because of the size of the 
stage, the size of the choir will be limited to about 30, so please sign up in advance. The festival and opera are 
only done every five years, so don't miss your chance. We also need soloists for various roles large and smaller. 
Auditions will be held at Donovan on August 5 and 6. For more information or to sign up for the choir or a solo 
audition, contact Jeremy Nafziger at JFNafziger@gmail.com or (540) 209-3767. 

Nazareth/Bethlehem Work Group 2018.  Registration is now open for the upcoming Nazareth/Bethlehem Work 
Group (May 11-28, 2018) sponsored by the Partners in Mission program of Virginia Mennonite Missions.  This 
work group will be co-led by Dorothy Jean Weaver (Community Mennonite Church) and Phil Kanagy (Weavers 
Mennonite Church) and is open to all interested participants on a first-come, first-served basis.  For more 
information consult the attached brochure and/or contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 (o) or at (540) 
433-3336 (h). 
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