
 

Welcome to all guests! 

You are invited to the fellowship hall (lower level) for 

coffee and refreshments following the service.  

 

There is no Sunday School during the summer 

months (June, July, August). 

Instead, we invite you to join us for our weekly Community 

Connections on Wednesday evenings at 6pm.  Everyone 

will share in a community meal followed by the lesson 

time. The adults are studying dimensions of the spiritual 

life and the kids will have activities outside. 
 

 

Monday, July 24 

7:00pm Outreach Commission 

 

Wednesday, July 26 

7:00am Men’s Breakfast @ McDonalds 

6:00pm Community Connections – Potluck Meal 

 

Looking Ahead 

Sunday, July 30 – Outdoor Service MOVED INDOORS due 

to construction   

Tuesday, August 1, 7:00pm Worship Commission 

Wednesday, August 2, 6:00pm Community Connections 

Potluck Meal 

August 18-20 Ridgeway Campout at Highland 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Sunday: 
Preaching: Song and Scripture Sunday 
Worship Leader: Pastor Ben Risser 
Song Leader: Ben Risser and Sarah Showalter 
Greeters: Jim and Eileen Shenk, Virginia Meyerhoeffer 
Nursery: Evette, Lauren, and Courtney Whetzel 

 
 

 

Our purpose as a Church is to love God 

and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit 

to become the living presence of Jesus 

Christ in our homes, across the street, 

and around the world. 

 
 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
546 Franklin St. 

Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
 

Sunday Worship at 9:30am  

Sunday School at 11:00am 

 

 

Pastor Ben Risser:  
ben@ridgewaymennonite.org 

Associate Pastor Tom Martin: 
tom@ridgewaymennonite.org 

Associate Pastor Joy Martin:  
joy@ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am-12:00pm 

(540) 434-3476 

office@ridgwaymennonite.org 

 

Website: 
ridgewaymennonite.org 

 

 

Welcome to 

Ridgeway Mennonite Church 
 

July 23, 2017 

 

 

 

Opening Song 

Call to Worship 

 

Worship in Song 

Offering / My Coins Count 

 

Worship in Song 

 

Scripture: Amos 5:21-24, Matthew 25:31-40 

Sermon “A River of Righteousness”  

Response Song 

 

Sharing & Prayer 

Announcements 

 

Benediction 

Sending Song 

 

 

 

Preaching: Pastor Ben Risser 
Worship Leader: Cathy Cupp 
Praise Team: Sam Sauder (leader), Kathryn Morris, David 

Hostetter, Alana Morris, Don Kidd 
Sharing: Ben Risser 
Prelude/Offertory: David Hostetter 
Sound: Austin Showalter 
Power Point: Sarah Showalter     
Greeters: Jim and Dorcas Good, Kathy Risser 
Nursery: Kevin and Shelby Longenecker 

 

 



In Our Thoughts and Prayers:  
  

 Erin Rheinheimer and Greg Conway who celebrated their 
wedding yesterday, July 22 at Ridgeway. 

 Diane Bowman and Stephen Farrar as they celebrate their 
wedding today, July 23.  

 Susan Mast as her arm heals from surgery. 

 The family of Marsha Roach, cousin to Bennie Cupp, who 
passed away unexpectedly this week.  

 The family of Denise Nolt, sister-in-law of Gary Nolt and 
Janelle Sauder, as they grieve her passing. 

 
If you have prayer concerns you would like included in the 
bulletin’s “In Our Thoughts and Prayers” section, please notify 
the church office administrator.   
 
 

***************************************** 
 

A Look at VMMissions: 
Lift up Francis, Juliana, Samuel, and Julia Marques as they 
move this month from Lezhë to Himara, Albania, to plant a new 
church in a town without an evangelical church. 
 
Mennonite Mission Network Prayer Request: 
Tomorrow, Mennonite Mission Network’s Youth Venture 
participants from Northern Ireland will arrive in Detroit to work 
with host congregation, Community Christian Fellowship. Pray 
for them as they do house repairs, prepare meals in a soup 
kitchen, work at a homeless shelter, and interact with 
neighborhood children. 

 
Mennonite Education Agency: 
Pray that IMS can find the right candidate to fill our Chemistry 
and Physics teaching position. Pray for continued growth in 
enrollment and the continued diversity that walks our hallways. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This Wednesday evening the 
adults will study Session 5: 
Practicing the Compassionate 
Life (pages 51-58). Talk to Sarah 
Showalter if you need a copy of A 
Spiritual Formation Workbook. The 
children will learn about God’s gift 
of life.  We will have a dinner of .  
There will be brownies for dessert. Come and enjoy this 
time of fellowship with those in our congregation and with 
an openness to meet the children and adults in our 
community! 
 
Last Wednesday night’s meal served about 125 persons. 
Thanks to Virginia Meyerhoeffer, Jim and Eileen Shenk, 
Lois Baker, Al and Elizabeth Schneider and Angela 
Rempel for providing the delicious meal! Thanks, too, for 
the wonderful cookies served for dessert. We continue to 
see numerous parents coming with neighborhood children. 
It is exciting to see new faces each week!  
 
Wednesday, August 2 will be a potluck meal.  Please 
bring a dish to share.  On August 9 we need one more 
person to bring a gas grill to make hot dogs.  Please let 
Sandy Kauffman or Lois Maust know if you can help with 
this. 
 
We are looking for volunteers who enjoy playing outside 
with children to help with Summer Connections.  Volunteer 
responsibilities include sitting with children during story 
time, playing soccer and gaga, pushing children on swings, 
blowing bubbles, doing a craft, and having fun!  If you want 
to volunteer, please come to the name tag table (outside 
the Fellowship Hall doors) when you arrive on Wednesday.   

  

AVA Care sends their thanks for Ridgeway’s generosity in the 
Baby Bottle Campaign. Ridgeway raised $728.29. This will 
allow more women in this community facing unintended 
pregnancy to receive the professional and compassionate care 
that AVA Care offers during a difficult time.   
 
Library books are disappearing from the shelves as we pack 
them up in preparation for the renovation.  They are being 
stored, but we will have access to them.  A list of the total 
Library inventory will be posted on the Ridgeway website soon, 
so be watching for that.   Books can be requested from the 
Librarians to check out and we will try to have some displayed 
on Sundays as we are able during the renovation. 

Keep bringing your spare change on Sunday mornings for the 
My Coins Count offering.  This year’s funds will go to meet 
children’s basic needs in Albania, Jamaica, Southeast Asia, 
and Uganda and to respond to the refugee crisis in Syria and 
Iraq.  Last year Ridgeway raised $2292.86.  
 
If you have flowers to share at church, please sign up on the 
bulletin board in the hallway Questions about location, flower 
stands, vases, etc., please contact Angela Rempel. 
 
The Virginia Quilt Museum is having a symposium on World 
War I and its effects in the Mennonite community.  Pastor 
Phil Kniss will present at Park View Mennonite Church on 
Friday, July 28, at 7pm.  The "Great War," widely popular 
across the country, turned out to be a time of great testing for 
the Mennonite community. It tested the Mennonite conviction 
on "non-resistance" (a particular form of pacifism), since there 
was no established alternative to military service, and 
Mennonites' Germanic heritage made them especially suspect 
when they objected to participating in combat. Stories of 
individual persecution abound. In this talk, Kniss will give a brief 
overview of the experience of pacifist Mennonites during World 
War I broadly, as well as relate in some detail the specific story 
of his grandfather Lloyd Kniss, who refused to cooperate with 
military orders, even when he was drafted into a U.S. Army 
training camp at Fort Oglethorpe in Georgia. 
 
The Sing Me High Music Festival is back on August 25-26. 
The two day event is even bigger and better than the 
successful inaugural 2016 effort, and now that the line-up is 
set, we're looking for more volunteers, sponsors, and guests! 
Be one of the first 500 ticket-holders to get early bird pricing 
and some festival giveaways. Visit www.singmehigh.com for 
information about tickets, volunteering, or business 
sponsorships. Hope to see you at #singmehigh2017! 
 

 
Building Updates: 
 
Maust Enterprises poured concrete for lower  
level floor, block has been delivered for  
elevator shaft, and we will frame a  
few walls while we wait for the  
elevator shaft to be completed. 
  
 

 Attendance Last Week: 110  

 



 
 

Used July 9 
Mark your calendars for the 51

st
 Virginia Mennonite Relief 

Sale, September 29-30. The 2 day event includes an auction 
of quilts, woodwork, handmade items, and more. A wide 
variety of homemade food is also a highlight for many people. 
Is there something that you could donate either for the 
auction or bake sale?  

 
 

 
Because of the great need for war and famine refugee relief, 
the Virginia Mennonite Relief Sale is promoting an “S.O.S. 
(Sharing Our Surplus) Campaign” in attempt to double the 
amount raised in 2016.  Consider how you might share of 
your surplus at this year’s relief sale. 
 
Used July 26 
Keep bringing your spare change on Sunday mornings for the 
My Coins Count offering.  This year’s funds will go to meet 
children’s basic needs in Albania, Jamaica, Southeast Asia, 
and Uganda and to respond to the refugee crisis in Syria and 
Iraq.  Last year Ridgeway raised $2292.86.  
 
 

 
 


