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       July 2017  

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Community Connections 
Sarah Showalter 
 
Check out these stories and conversations with neighborhood kids at Community Connections. 

------------------------------------- 
Sarah Showalter was looking through The Spiritual Formation Workbook and 3rd grader, Sonia asked what the 
book was about. 
Sarah:  Its a book about different ways to love God.  Everybody has a favorite way, but they're all important. 
Sonia:  What's your favorite? 
Sarah: Hmm, probably the prayer-filled life. 
Sonia:  I like the "when God gives us food life."  Because I love food.  

---------------------------------- 
The young adults provided a baked potato bar for the meal on June 21.  Sarah had invited a few neighborhood 
kids to help wash potatoes and a few extras showed up (because they were so excited for "church" that they came 
3 hours early) and helped too. 

---------------------------------- 
Erika Gascho was telling the story of Pentecost when God's Spirit enabled the disciples to speak in all kinds of 
languages.  Erika passed out lollipops as a gift and asked the kids how the lollipops could remind them of the story 
- aiming to connect the Holy Spirit empowered speech with lollipops in our mouths.  One of the kids pointed out 
that the different flavors of the lollipops could also represent the different languages that they were speaking. 
Meanwhile, Andrew Gascho showed off his ability to say "No" in both Spanish and English..... 

 



Bold Vision Capital Campaign Update 

In his letter to the congregation at the outset of Ridgeway’s Bold Vision capital campaign, Pastor Ben Risser wrote: 
“This (project) would be a daunting adventure were it not for our God who holds all the riches of heaven and earth 
and whose resources are limitless.”  Based on the significant progress of exterior construction and interior 
renovations underway, Ridgeway’s “adventure” in faithfulness has moved into high gear! 

With this visible and exciting progress well underway, this is also a good time to report on our financial progress so 
essential in undergirding the outstanding work of the building team: 

 Estimate of anticipated construction and renovation costs, including purchase and renovation of Ridge 
House: $1.0 to $1.1 million 

 Total commitments thus far: $571,503 generously pledged by 52 households 

 Total gifts (cash in) received as of June 4: $390,604 

 Total expenses thus far: $315,243 (Ridge House acquisition - $160,606; Ridge House renovation - 
$12,449; Building project - $142,188) 

 Line of credit available to supplement gifts and commitments: $890,000 

A special thanks to Ridgeway members and friends who have generously supported the campaign with one time 
and multi-year gifts. We appreciate how well folks have remained current on their commitments with regular 
payments. 

On behalf of the campaign steering committee, we also invite persons who may be newer to Ridgeway and who 
would find it meaningful to share in the Bold Vision campaign to join in with a generous gift. Gift installments may 
be spread over a few years or fulfilled on a one-time basis. Please contact Kirk Shisler or Glen Kauffman to 
explore this possibility. 

For Ridgeway members who have already given, thanks so very much! Given the remaining work to be completed, 
as well as the need inevitably for some financing, additional contributions are welcome and encouraged. We invite 
prayerful consideration of this possibility for members who may be in a position to assist in this way. 

May God bless His people at Ridgeway and the Bold Vision He has set upon our hearts for the future ministry in 
this community! 

--Kirk Shisler & Glen Kauffman, Campaign Co-Chairs 

Left: The new pastor office, admin office, and work room are framed.  Right: The foundation walls are filled with 
concrete via a concrete pumping crane. 



Dan Bowman's Documentary to Air on Television 
 
Dan Bowman's Documentary, "A Good Blinder" is scheduled to air on WVPT on Thursday, July 6 at 8:30pm.   
The film also won a "Best of Competition" award in the faculty short film category from the Broadcast Education 
Association, a national group.  
 
 
Getting to Know Some Ridgeway Young Adults 
 
Melanie Sherer 
 
Growing up in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, I always assumed that I would live there all my life, except maybe 
for college. However, I left after high school, and haven’t lived there since (although I love to go visit family and 
friends!). After graduating from high school, I did the YES program through Eastern Mennonite Missions (EMM) 
and served in Barcelona, Spain for 6 months. I then volunteered at EMM’s training center in Harrisburg, PA for a 
year as the Office Assistant. Those two years were wonderful and meaningful years of service, and a welcome 
break from studies between high school and college. I then came to EMU where I studied nursing, and graduated 
in 2014. 
  
I found Ridgeway when some of my friends and I decided to do prayer walks around Harrisonburg during my 
freshman year. We discovered a Mennonite church on Franklin Street we’d never heard of, and were surprised to 
find the doors unlocked on a Saturday. Several ladies were setting up for a birthday party, and we asked them if 
we could head to the sanctuary to pray over the church, and they invited us to do so. Upon returning to bid farewell 
to the ladies, they encouraged us to come back for a Sunday morning service. We came to a Sunday morning 
service, and then continued to come back. I started regularly attending the following summer, after my semester-
long cross-cultural, and have been coming ever since. I greatly value the church's emphasis on the community, 
and I very much appreciate a group of young adults who are engaged in the church, community, and each other's 
lives. 
  
Although I help out with Kids Club every Wednesday, I look forward to the day that I can attend Sunday morning 
services on a more regular basis. I travel some, but am also currently working every other weekend. After 
graduating from EMU, I got a job at Western State Hospital (WSH) in Staunton, and worked there full-time for a 
year. When the Administrative Assistant position at Virginia Mennonite Missions became available, I jumped at the 
opportunity to take a job that was very similar to what I had loved doing for EMM several years ago. I now work for 
VMMissions four days a week, and have continued at WSH part-time, one or two days per week. When I’m not 
busy working, I love to hike, camp, travel, and spend time with friends. 
 
Monika Burkholder 
 
I have lived in the Valley most of my life. I went to middle and high school at Eastern Mennonite High School (now 
EMS), and also college at Eastern Mennonite University. I grew up at Waynesboro Mennonite and then Weavers 
Mennonite churches. Church has always been an important part of my life. As a kid, church meant being involved 
in all aspects of worship, Sunday School, and events. I had a positive experience in church and felt needed, 
appreciated, and loved. 
 
I became frustrated through college, however, that so many of my friends who did not have positive experiences in 
church were hurt and turning away. Time after time I saw burned bridges, wounded souls, disconnected 
relationships, and broken communities as it seemed the church was turning insular and trying to draw lines in the 
sand of who thought similar enough to belong. 
 
I started longing for a church where I’d want to invite my friends to, where I knew they would be welcomed, 
accepted, and loved. I longed for a spirit-filled church who would push me and nurture me, a church who cared 
about Jesus and his call to follow him. A church who cared more about loving the community than drawing lines in 
the sand. I felt refreshed to find Ridgeway, though not perfect, being this church that I longed for. 
 
Upon returning to the Valley in 2015 after 2 years of graduate school, it was a no-brainer to me that I’d come back 
to Ridgeway. I was hesitant about returning to the Valley so soon after graduate school, but I specifically 
remember coming home after a conversation with Hannah Hochstetler and thinking, “if I can find friends like her 



here, I can make a new home in Harrisonburg again. And it will be good.” She leaves an impact on many. 
 
Although I hope for less busy days ahead, right now I am busy balancing life. I work full-time as an Art Therapist at 
Shenandoah Art Therapy. I also work a handful of hours a month at Larkin Arts, an art store downtown. I am part 
of a group starting up a free community art studio called The Making Space; we just began hosting events in 
Harrisonburg at Lucy Simms on the 2nd Thursday of every month, everyone is welcome! I also enjoy playing 
volleyball, hiking and backpacking, hammocking, making art, gardening, making fires on my back deck, reading, 
and playing games in any of my free time. 
 
Thank you for welcoming me into Ridgeway! I am always appreciative of folks reaching out to me after services to 
check in, or chatting at potluck meals. I have enjoyed being involved in music and beginning to know some of the 
youth through hanging out with them some this spring in Sunday School. I hope for more time to be able to attend 
more church events in the future, but for now my schedule prohibits me from attending many evening events. 
 
I also feel deeply connected to the young adults at Ridgeway and have appreciated the community through the 
Spirit-filled and heartache-filled last two years with them. God has smiled with us, jumped with joy with us, and 
wept with us. May the Spirit keep moving us in ushering in the kingdom of God. 
 
Jeni Heishman 
 
I’ve lived my entire life at borders and crossroads. I was born in Harrisburg, PA and spent my first ten years in the 
inner city where my parents were pastors and began their passion for intercultural ministry. My life was drawn 
between the tight chaos of inner city Harrisburg and the wide sweep of my grandparents’ farm in Lebanon County. 
 
When I was ten my parents felt called to become mission coordinators for the Church of the Brethren in the 
Dominican Republic. My brother and I didn’t even know where that was, but soon found ourselves in the sweet 
heat of the Caribbean, semi-embraced by a culture of direct, exuberant warmth. Kids who grow up overseas 
become a strange hyphenation of cultures and I was no exception. We learned Spanish and a little Creole, we 
learned culture, had many adventures and were irrevocably transformed. When I was fifteen I decided to return to 
the US alone to finish high school at EMHS. I moved in with a host family and spent a tumultuous two years 
learning American and Mennonite cultures, reshaping my identity, and processing my life experiences. 
 
I worked at Highland Retreat both summers, and continued to work there my first two years at EMU. As many 
people at Ridgeway know, working at camp is an incredible experience, and I loved it. I studied Environmental 
Sustainability and English at EMU, and graduated in 2015. While at EMU I met Melanie Sherer who kept telling me 
how great Ridgeway was. I first visited during my junior year. I was impressed by how many people welcomed me, 
and then remembered me the next Sunday. Ridgeway, especially the young adult group, offered a deep and 
steady community at a time when I desperately needed it. After I graduated I left to do a year of service in 
Connecticut, working in refugee resettlement, and was pleased to be able to return to Ridgeway afterwards with a 
deeper commitment to the community. 
 
Right now I’m working at The Natural Garden doing ecological landscaping and landscape design. I’m trying things 
and meandering my way around life, embracing the unexpected blessings and spreading a little joy. I’m currently 
thinking about going to grad school for environmental education. I love everything about nature and the outdoors 
and love sharing it with others. I also read a lot of books, love to play games, paint, go on adventures, garden, … 
 

Upcoming Events 

Virginia Mennonite Conference Assembly - "Neighbors: Strangers No More" is a month away—
from Thursday, July 20 at 7 p.m. to noon on Saturday, July 22, 2017 at Park View Mennonite Church, 1600 
College Avenue, Harrisonburg (same as last year). The logo and theme of this year’s event recognizes and 
emerged from the signs that Immanuel Mennonite Church has made available, and that have spread throughout 
the country. The delegate registration fee for the entire assembly is $60, which includes the Friday evening meal 
(The Taj of India is catering a five-course meal at a discounted  cost of $15.) Please also bring cash 
for Friday lunch food trucks. Observers (non-delegates) are welcome too and can register for meals and 
workshops separately without paying the standard registration fee. Learn more and register 
at http://virginiaconference.org/assembly/ 

http://virginiaconference.org/assembly/


Mt. View Fellowship Church of the Brethen, McGaheysville, invites you to a benefit for Mark & Sarah 
Schoenhal's Thailand ministry (through VMMissions & EMM) on July 22, 9am-2pm. The event, with 25-30 arts & 

craft vendors and food vendors will be held on the church grounds at 8601 McGaheysville Rd, McGaheysville, Va. 

The Sing Me High Music Festival is back on August 25-26. The two day event is even bigger and better than the 
successful inaugural 2016 effort, and now that the line-up is set, we're looking for more volunteers, sponsors, and 
guests! Be one of the first 500 ticket-holders to get early bird pricing and some festival giveaways. 
Visit www.singmehigh.com for information about tickets, volunteering, or business sponsorships. Hope to see you 
at #singmehigh2017! 

Save the Date for the MHI Friend's Dinner, Friday, Sep. 22, 7-9 pm, at Park View Mennonite Church. There will 
be a Latino meal served by Mennonite Hispanic Initiative leaders from three different congregations plus a special 
program highlighting MHI's last year's accomplishments. 

The Shenandoah Valley Mennonite Historians are tentatively planning an Old Order Mennonite Tour in 
Rockingham County on September 16.  It will begin at Weavers Mennonite Church at 9 am and end back at the 
church around 3 pm.  It will include a visit to one of the churches, a school, buggy shop and a full lunch prepared 
and served in one of the Old Order Mennonite homes.  The approximate cost will be around $45 per person 
including the transportation, tour guide and lunch. Please email Jim Hershberger at jimhersh254@gmail.com or 
call/text to j540 908 8005 if you are interested.  

Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center announces a church building rental available in Augusta County. 
Historic 1875 Hildebrand Mennonite Church building will be available for rent in 2017. The church building is 
located 13 miles (20 minutes) east of Staunton, 7.5 miles (15 minutes) north of Waynesboro. 538 Hildebrand 
Church Rd, Waynesboro, VA 22980. Interested church groups contact Greg Yoder, VBMHC Executive Director, 
at info@vbmhc.org or 540-438-1275 for more information about the building, tenant expectations, and rental 
agreements. 

Rehoboth Jail & Prison Ministry has purchased a house in Schuyler, VA., to help transition inmates after their 
release from prison.  We are in need of a live in director who will be in charge of the house and keep the men 
accountable for their daily activities. If interested and for more information contact Ronald R. Baker, Chaplain 
Rehoboth Jail & Prison Ministry at http://jailandprisonministries.org/ or call at (434) 8312593.  
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