
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       May 2017  

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Peeks into the Parsonage 
Sarah Showalter 

April was a big month in our neck of the woods.  The neighborhood family that we connect with on a daily basis 
welcomed a new baby! Back in March I had been talking with mother and in quite broken Spanish offered 
something like, "If you want, when baby comes and you're in hospital, kids, our house, sleep."  She thanked me 
and said ok, and so began the wait for the new baby.  The kids, ages 3, 6, and 9, couldn't wait for the sleepover! 
 
A week past her due date it was decided that the mother would be induced on Wednesday, April 12.  The kids 
showed up at 6:30am having barely slept because they were so excited!  Over the next 4 days Austin and I soaked 
up the wonder of having 3 kids in our home around the clock.  It was a blast! We rode bikes, ran through the 
sprinkler, did crafts, visited baby brother and mom in the hospital, and read books.  We used the Jesus Storybook 
Bible to help tell the Easter story - a first time for the kids.  The 9 year old remarked at the end of the story, "O! So 
Easter isn't just about the candy!" 
 
It is such a joy for us to provide a space for these kids to learn and grow.  Several people have remarked that 
Austin and I are such a gift to these kids. While I'm grateful if that's the case, from my perspective these kids are 
an incredible gift to Austin and I. They fill our hearts.  
 
The birth of this new baby felt like the culmination of our relationship with this family - both because of the trust 
their mother placed in us to care for her 3 children for 4 days, but also because of the new baby's name. A few 
weeks before the baby was born, the whole family was at our house.  The 3 kids played games on the living room 
floor while their mother rested on the couch talking with us.  She explained the significance of each child's 
name.  One was named after her grandmother, another after his father, and the other after her aunt. This new 
baby, she told us, would be named Andre, after our Andre.  What a special symbol of our connection with this 
family. 
 
We've started borrowing some vocabulary from Exodus in describing our place at the parsonage.  People often ask 
us where we see ourselves in 5 years, 10 years, etc.  Our answer is - we don't know, but right now the "pillar of 
fire" is right over the parsonage.  And as long as that "pillar of fire" remains, so will we.   
 

Please take note of Paul Groff's new email address:  paulghome3@gmail.com 

mailto:paulghome3@gmail.com


EMHS Girls Soccer Team at Kids Club 
Erika Gascho 
 
On Wednesday, April 26 the girls’ soccer team from Eastern Mennonite High School, coached by Andrew Gascho, 
led Kids Club. They played soccer games, told the story, helped children create soccer flags, played on the 
playground, drew with sidewalk chalk, blew 
bubbles, and had a great time! Thankfully we 
had beautiful weather! 
 
Throughout the spring we have had anywhere 
from 40-60 children attending Kids Club with 8-
13 volunteers making it possible. Having the 
soccer team there was fun and exciting for the 
children. We look forward to having them again 
next year! 
 
“I also had tons of fun today. Thanks Gascho for 
taking us all to enjoy such a great experience. 
Really looking forward to next year!” – Rachel 
8th grade 
 
“Thank you for today it was lots and lots of fun! I 
can't wait for next year!” – Ava 9th grade 
 

 
Community Garden 
Erika Gascho 
 
Ridgeway’s Community Garden has been relocated this year 
with the help of Paul Hoover, Erwin Rempel, and Jeni 
Heishman. The garden is now is the yard of the Ridge House 
where there is good sun and no construction. Jeni is leading 
the garden this year and inviting the neighborhood children to 
join her! 
 
During a recent Kids Club, a group of children helped plant 25 
tomato plants. Jeni commented that one of the children was 
even excited about pulling weeds! 

 
 

Sabbatical Anticipation 
Joy Martin 
 
As is RMC’s custom and as recommended by MC USA, pastors are encouraged to take a 3-month sabbatical after 
3 years of service. Our 3-year anniversary was in the fall of 2016 – hard for me to believe how quickly that time has 
passed! Taking time away is challenging because our other jobs do not offer the same benefit so we won’t be 
totally checked out as we approach a half-time sabbatical from our half-time pastoring role from RMC for May 11 
thru June 11. 
 
I realized that some of you may not know what our other jobs are. Tom drives truck for InterChange. His regular 
days there are Monday, Tuesday, and Friday, usually with early morning starting times. He is able work 30 hours in 
three days to maintain benefits. They are understanding when time off is needed for church responsibilities. I work 
at EMU in the Academic Success Center with students who have disabilities. It is a half-time position with most of 
my hours being worked during the academic year. My schedule is 9-5 on Monday, Wednesday, Friday from August 
thru mid-May, with occasional hours during the summer. Our hours for church work fit in around these jobs. 
 
We live just down Franklin Street at the dead end in a 12-unit townhouse group. I am the treasurer for the 
association, a volunteer position that presents interesting challenges when owners and residents need to make 



decisions about shared common space. It is convenient living so close to church and other RMC folks – especially 
being walking distance from Forrest and Logan! Our extended family all live in places farther away. Tom’s parents 
live at a cottage at Garden Spot Village in New Holland, PA. He has a sister and 3 brothers all in PA as well. My 
parents live in my childhood home in Millville, NJ. My 2 bothers live close to them, a sister lives in PA and another 
sister in Turkey. Our extended family members total 35 and 40 respectively. 
 
It is easy to have ambitious plans for a sabbatical time but what keeps coming to my mind as the focus for us is 
balance. As we enter a time of sabbatical, what does balance look like in these areas? 
 
Relationships - with people, especially visiting our octogenarian parents. 
                           - with God and each other. 
Roles - evaluate our various jobs and responsibilities and the time we realistically can give to each and be  
  balanced. 
Rest and Riding - physical rest but also time for physical exercise such as riding our tandem, paddling our canoe, 
  and hiking. Weekend trips are planned for Peaks of Otter and New River Trail State Park. 
Rejuvenation - attending to our spiritual needs so that we can provide spiritual care for others. 
 
Thank you for your support and continued prayer for us. 
 

Upcoming Spring Opportunities to Assist NewBridges Immigrant Resource Center 
Martha Kidd 
 
We were enlightened to the work and needs of NewBridges when Alicia Horst joined us during the Sunday School 
hour on April 2 nd . Several in the congregation have asked what more we can do, either individually or as a 
congregation, to help in their efforts. Following discussions at Church Council and with the Outreach and 
Administration Commissioners, Ridgeway would ask for your support of NewBridges through two upcoming 
opportunities. 
 
First, Alicia has indicated that they need some spring cleaning done at their offices (located at 64 W. Water Street 
on the second floor of the building above Welby Showalter’s law office) and with limited staff time could use our 
hands and feet for those tasks. Since we won’t be having our usual Spring cleaning here at Ridgeway this year 
due to our construction project, we have planned for a Saturday morning clean-up date of May 13 th (rain date is 
May 20 th ). The two primary tasks will be washing windows and cleaning carpets. Washing windows will require 
one or two 24’ ladders and brave souls willing to climb them, as well as window cleaner and rags or newspapers. 
Supplies for the carpet cleaning will be provided. If you are able assist with supplies and/or the tasks of cleaning on 
either date, please let Martha Kidd know by Monday, May 8 th . 
 
The second way to show your support is through a special offering that will be taken up in June during the morning 
worship service. We do give to NewBridges through our Outreach spending plan, but have cut our contribution by 
half over the last couple of years. Time spent by the NewBridges staff on fundraising reduces the energy they have 
for providing much needed technical advice and services during this time of unrest among the immigrant 
community. Please indicate NewBridges on the memo line of your check and keep watch for the date of this 
opportunity. 
 

 
An April Fools' Day Wedding 
Angela Rempel 
 
In a delightfully unique wedding ceremony, Wendell Beachy and Ruby Rodes were married at Ridgeway 
Mennonite Church on April 1. Ruby is the youngest sister of Wendell’s first wife, Iva, who died in October 2015. 
 
Well before the appointed hour, parking was at a premium. The bride is the youngest of 15 children with many 
nieces and nephews who wanted to see their Aunt Ruby get married after a lifetime of relishing her life as a single. 
 
Dan Bowman demonstrated his amazing ability to play a variety of songs as requested for the piano prelude. 
 
A group of women sitting together near the front wore purple outfits and flamboyant, big red hats. Should it be any 



surprise that Ruby is a member of the fun-loving Red Hat Society? Several people tried to sit behind the red-
topped entourage, but moved to other seats with a better view of the front. Sitting in the two rows just in front of the 
red hatters were some of the couple’s relatives who are conservative Mennonites as indicated by their plain dress 
and simple white head coverings. 
 
Poignant words describing love were projected onto a background of pink roses while a recorded Bette Midler 
meaningfully sang, “The Rose.” Wearing lavender shirts, Pastor Ben and the groom went to the front during the 
song, followed by the bridesmaids and groomsmen, all related to the couple. Their dresses and shirts closely 
matched the pastel spring colors of the Lenten banners as did all the decorations. In front of five big ferns on 
pillars, they all waited expectantly for the bride. 

 
The processional song was listed in the wedding 
bulletin as “Here Comes the Bride.” But, as secretly 
requested by Ruby, Dan Bowman surprisingly started 
playing “The Wild Thing.” Images of a bride skipping or 
perhaps even summersaulting down the aisle came to 
mind! Reminiscent of how Wendell announced their 
engagement back in January by first saying something 
about Ruby’s birthday, Dan exclaimed, “This isn’t what 
I’m supposed to play!” He then launched into the 
familiar strains of the “Bridal March” by Wagner. It was 
April Fool’s Day, remember. 
 
Wearing a lavender lace dress and a hat with a 
lavender veil, Ruby was sedately escorted down the 
aisle by her long-time employer, Dr. G. Brian Reichgott. 
He and Ruby’s co-workers in the dental office rousingly 
agreed to give the bride to the groom. 
 
The bridal party proceeded up the steps to the top of 
the stage. The couple faced each other, held hands, 
and looked deeply into each other’s eyes listening to 
Peter, Paul and Mary softly strumming and singing the 
“Wedding Song.” 
 
In his brief message, Pastor Ben mentioned that 
Wendell and Ruby had tried hard to not get married. As 
a single woman, Ruby thought she was the smartest 
one around. After Iva died, Wendell thought he would 
be on the sidelines, content in quietness. He and Ruby 
were just friends – until Wendell’s burning bush 

experience. He was sitting on his tractor after shoving dead branches into a pile and watching them burn when he 
decided that he was going to ask Ruby to marry him! 
 
After saying the vows, giving rings, jointly lighting a candle and being presented as Mr. and Mrs. Wendell Beachy, 
the ladies in red hats rose and lifted hand bells high to cheerily announce the new couple. Then who but Elvis 
Presley’s voice accompanied them out the aisle with “Love Me Tender.” As the rest of the audience was ushered 
out, a recording of the unique piano playing of the late Donella Keim began with “I have the joy, joy, joy, joy down 
in my heart.” 
 
More joy lay ahead at the reception in the fellowship hall. Beautifully arranged and decorative refreshments were 
almost too pretty and elegant to eat! During the reception, the guests were amused by a delightful essay Ruby’s 
boss and his wife had written for the new couple using brand names of common household products, given them 
at a shower. (See the following article.) 
 
We all wish Wendell and Ruby God’s blessings in their marriage. What a demonstration of God bringing new life, 
bright colors, and joy. It was a fun-filled, joyous wedding! 
 



Blessing for Wendell and Ruby Beachy 
Written by Ruby's boss and his wife using brand names of common household products 
 
We gather together with you to celebrate the DAWN of a new ERA.  Marriage is a journey.  Some days it will be 
pure JOY but lets take a moment to talk about the others. 
 
Ruby, there may come a time when you realize your big BRAWNY guy isn't necessarily MR. CLEAN and isn't so 
CHARMIN.  When this and other little glitches happen, don't SHOUT or send up as SOS. DIAL him back and 
RESOLVE the situation.  Hopefully the TIDE will change quickly, the MAGIC will return and things will BOUNCE 
back to normal.  You can DEPEND on us to ALWAYS provide a listening ear. 
 
Wendell, soon you will be GAINing a wife.  Ruby is all SPARKLE and POISE so your life will never be the same 
again.  She has a CAREFREE spirit and loves it when you tell HERSHEY'S beautiful!  We're going to let you in on 
a little SECRET...PAMPER her and give her ALL and your life will be of good CHEER! However, don't expect her 
to do THE WORKS in the kitchen.  She will not MOP AND GLOW.  Be GLAD that you can cling to her in the hard 
times and may she always be your HONEY. 
 
Ruby and Wendell, we think you are a FANTASTIK couple with a ZEST for life and a sincere appreciation for each 
other.  We fully support you as you PLEDGE to spend your lives as one.  We wish you all the best including love, 
happiness, and lots of time to SNUGGLE.  May your love be UNSTOPPABLE.  HUGS AND KISSES to you both 
from your loving office family. 
 

Upcoming Events 

Mennonite Women of Virginia Missions Day Event- Don't forget to register for the event on Saturday, May 6 at 
First Mennonite Church in Richmond, to fellowship and raise funds for women in missions!  Only 16 seats left ($27 
rt) - if you want a ride on the bus, leaving from Harrisonburg and making a stop in Waynesboro ...and will also 
spend the afternoon at the beautiful Lewis Ginter Botanical Gardens ($11).  See your church office for registration 
brochures or register at virginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-women-of-virginia/annual-missions-day-event-
2017/ . Join us! 

Yard Sale to Benefit Pleasant View, Inc. is Saturday, May 6, from 7am to 1pm at the Belmont Yard Sale: 3135 
Old Thirty-Three Rd., Harrisonburg, Va.  All proceeds will help Pleasant View support individuals with intellectual 
disabilities through residential and day placements. Please come out and support us. The Kiwanis Aktion Club 
members will also have bake sale to raise money to buy backpacks for a Weekend Meal Backpack Program. If you 
want to volunteer to help with the yard sale or to donate items for the sale, please contact Pam Miller at 540-560-
1134 or email her at pmiller@pleasantviewinc.org.  Check out our Facebook page 
at www.facebook.com/pleasantviewinc/  or our website at www.pleasantviewinc.org/newsevents/. 

The International Guest House in Washington D.C. will celebrate its 50th year anniversary on May 6-7. The 
activities will include an open house on Saturday, 2–5 pm, and Sunday, 3–5 pm. Saturday events will also include 
a short program at 4:30 and evening tea at 7:30.  The Sunday events will include an 11:00 worship service at 
Hyattsville Mennonite Church in Hyattsville, Md., focusing on the ministry of hospitality at the International Guest 
House over the past 50 years. A potluck lunch will immediately follow the service. The IGH is owned and operated 
by the Allegheny Mennonite Church through Hyattsville Mennonite Church. It is located at 1441 Kennedy St. NW, 
Washington D.C. For reservations or additional information, call IGH at 202.726.5808 or 
email igh.dc.us@gmail.com. 

Come out to Pleasant View, Inc.'s 20th Annual Golf Tournament to support individuals with intellectual 
disabilities on Friday, May 12, at Spotswood Country Club 1980 Country Club Road in Harrisonburg. The format is 
Captain's Choice.  Registration will begin at 8:00 AM, with a shotgun start at 9:10 AM. *Fees if you pay with cash 
or check: $100/golfer, or $380/team of 4. If paying with PayPal, the fee is $103/golfer, or $389/team of 4 from our 
website www.pleasantviewinc.org/newsevents/.  Team Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd Place Teams. Mulligans, Power 
balls, and 50/50 will be offered at registration. We will have closest to the pin and longest drive contests. A 
delicious BBQ buffet lunch catered by Hank's Smokehouse will be provided in the Spotswood Country Club 
starting at 1:00 PM. Team prizes, contest prizes, and door prize drawings will be awarded after lunch. To register 
call Pam Miller at 540-896-8255 or email her at pmiller@pleasantivewinc.org 
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Shekinah presents "Kuimba!” (Sing!) a concert of uplifting songs from around the world, on Saturday, May 13, 
at 7 p.m. at Eastern Mennonite University’s Martin Chapel. Free to the public; donations are welcome. Shekinah is 
a female, mostly a cappella vocal ensemble based in Harrisonburg. More information is available 
at shekinahmusic.net (Current members are: Eve Knepp, Greta Bucher, Chelsea Mast, Maria Clymer Kurtz, 
Jessica Hostetler, Heidi King, Katie Derstine, and Joanna Showalter. If one of them is part of your congregation, 
you may want to add that information to your announcement) 

Virginia Mennonite Missions will again host a fundraising dinner and auction to raise funds for workers 
on Saturday, May 20, through the efforts of their Ministry Support Teams. A new feature this year is a silent auction 
in addition to the live one. This is a great way for MSTs to raise support for their workers by collecting items for the 
auction. These should be in new or very good used condition. Live auction items will be valued at $25 or more; 
lesser valued items will be put in silent auction. We also welcome items that benefit our general Mission Fund. Join 
us at Eastern Mennonite School, 801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg, Va. The meal begins at 5:00; live auction 
begins at 6:00 p.m. Please contact Steve Leaman at VMMissions for more information or if you have items 
to donate: steve.leaman@vmmissions.org or (540) 434-9727. Items may be stored by VMMissions in advance if 
desired. 

A benefit concert featuring The Walking Roots Band will be on Thursday, May 25, beginning at 7 PM at Lindale 
Mennonite Church. Come out and support Bridge of Hope Harrisonburg-Rockingham, a ministry serving 
homeless and at-risk single mothers and their children right in our own community! Enjoy the wonderful musical 
talents of The Walking Roots Band, hear their new and original music that has captured audiences everywhere 
they perform. Tickets are $10 and are available at the door or by calling 540-478-2356. 

On Memorial Day, May 29, at 6:30 PM, CrossRoads | VBMHC offers a hymn sing in which we remember and 
celebrate people and places who have been formative to our faith. We invite you to submit requests for this hymn 
sing, and we'll offer time for you to share the significance behind the hymns you choose. The intimate 1829 Log 
House on our own CrossRoads campus will be an ideal setting for this time of sharing and celebrating the people 
who have gone before us in our faith. 1921 Heritage Center Way, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. 
Visit https://www.vbmhc.org/events-calendar/ to submit a request for the hymn sing. A free-will offering will support 
the mission and vision of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 

Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center invites you to join us for an evening with The Springs Ensemble, 
featuring Virginia Bethune on harp and Ed Gant on cello. Bethune and Gant are accomplished musicians who 
have traveled extensively, and they also serve their communities by providing music therapy for residents of local 
retirement communities. Join us and The Springs Ensemble on Sunday, June 4 at 7:00 PM. Garbers Church of the 
Brethren, 1275 Garbers Church Rd., Harrisonburg, VA 22801. A free-will offering will support the mission and 
vision of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 

Crossing the Line: Women of Anabaptist Traditions Encounter Borders and Boundaries - On June 22-25, 
over 75 scholars, poets, artists, musicians and dancers representing thirteen countries and ethnic groups will 
converge on Eastern Mennonite University to discuss, examine and celebrate how women of Anabaptist traditions 
have encountered borders, challenged boundaries, and crossed lines. Register now at www.emu.edu/crossing-
conference 

Attention, music-lovers! The Sing Me High Music Festival is back, Aug. 25-26, 2017. The two day event is 
even bigger and better than the successful inaugural 2016 effort, and now that the line-up is set, we're looking for 
more volunteers, sponsors, and guests! Be one of the first 500 ticket-holders to get early bird pricing and some 
festival giveaways. Visit www.singmehigh.com for information about tickets, volunteering, or business 
sponsorships. Hope to see you at #singmehigh2017! 
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