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Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Young Adult Retreat 
Sarah Showalter 
 
The Ridgeway Young Adult Sunday School class spent the weekend of March 17-19 at Lake Louisa for a retreat. 
After a year of significant loss for our group, along with job transitions and other life changes, our group was really 
feeling the need for a time away to rest, reflect, and be refreshed.   
 
We filled up the lake house on Lake Louisa with 14 adults and 2 kids and made good use of the indoor and 
outdoor space.  Outside, there were kayaks and canoes that got lots of use, good spots for hammocks to be hung, 
trails through the woods and around the lake, and a sandy beach that was the perfect place for 3 year old Forrest 
to reenact all the work being done to the church parking lot.  Inside, there were comfy couches for reading books 
and sitting around 
together, an art table 
filled with art supplies, a 
kitchen filled with lots of 
good food, and a stack of 
games to play.  
 
As a group, we had times 
of worship and prayer 
together, acknowledging 
the brokenness we feel 
and the hope we're 
clinging to.   
 
Overall, the weekend 
was filled with meaningful 
times of reflection and 
care for each other as 
well as an abundance of 
genuine laughter - all of 
which felt like a healing 
balm.   
 



THE DAFFODILS’ PURPOSE 
By Ferne Bowman 

 
Why am I here? 

What is my purpose? 
 
I’m getting old. Correction: I AM old. What is this life supposed to be for? What am I to do the rest of my life until I 
die? I have fulfilled one of my purposes. God said, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it” 
(Genesis 1:28). I’ve done some of that. Dan and I had three children and now there are 14 at our Christmas dinner 
table. Not enough to fill the earth but it’s a start. I’m trying to subdue the cats around here and keep them from 
catching my birds. The first man, Adam, was told to “till the ground from which he was taken” (Genesis 3:22). I/we 
have tilled the yard and some flower beds around the house, and I have grown orchids and African violets. So 
now: 

Why am I still here? 
What is my purpose? 

 
Some days I am tired. Some days (mornings) I have no energy. 
Sometimes I can relate to the writer of Ecclesiastes when he says (over and over) “All is vanity and vexation of 
spirit.” I decided one evening to read the whole book of Ecclesiastes. It was interesting, but I didn’t get my answer. 
In fact the writer states, when trying to figure out the meaning of life, “However much they toil in seeking, they will 
not find it out; even though those who are wise claim to know, they cannot find it out” (Ecclesiastes 8:17). I think 
the writer must have been an old man. 
 
The next morning I looked out our picture window and exclaimed, “THE DAFFODILLS ARE BLOOMING!” Just a 
few at first, but each day produced more and more. 
 
The daffodil does not ask: 

Why am I here? 
What is my purpose? 

 
The daffodil just does what it was created to do: 

Bloom 
Bring Beauty 
Bring Cheer 

 
Even when it gets cold, the daffodil keeps on: 

Blooming 
Bringing Beauty 
Bringing Cheer 

 
When the cold winds blow, when it snows, the daffodil continues: 

Blooming 
Being Beauty 

Bringing Cheer 
 
Now we have hundreds of daffodills (inside and out) all of them: 

Blooming 
Bringing Beauty 
Bringing Cheer 

 
So I will learn from the daffodil. I will quit asking: 

What is my purpose? 
Why am I here? 

 
I will just do the things I was created to do, which include (among other things): 

Bringing Beauty 
Bringing Cheer 

And most importantly 
Bringing Love 



Live Well, Virginia! Chronic Disease Self-Management Program Workshop 
 
Register today for this workshop at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church, 
provided free of charge to help adults with ongoing health conditions take control of their health, do more of the 
things they want to do, and have a better quality of life. 
 
Where: Harrisonburg Mennonite Church 
Room A-2 (Enter at West Doors Marked Sanctuary Entrance) 
 
When: Wednesdays April 19 - May 24 
5:30 - 8:00 pm 
 
Sign up in the church office or call Valley Program for Aging Services 540-820-8567 
 
You will learn: 
-New ways to deal with symptoms such as fatigue, pain, stress, depression and frustration 
-Appropriate exercise and nutrition 
-Managing medication 
-Working with health care providers 
-Helpful tips from other workshop participants and much more! 

 
 

Upcoming Events 

A Harmonia Sacra Singing will be held at Harrisonburg Mennonite Church on Sunday April 2, at 7:00 pm. All are 
invited to come sing from this old hymn book, first published in Rockingham County by Joseph Funk in 1832. 

As a part of its 30 year anniversary observance, the Family Life Resource Center is offering a Marriage 
Maintenance class series at the Center starting April 3 and meeting for four Mondays from 7-8:30 pm. There is no 
charge for the class, led by Harvey Yoder, but contributions to the Center's scholarship fund are welcome. Call 
540-434-8450 to register. 

Take your taste buds to the Democratic Republic of the Congo with Our Community Place's next Night Out on 
Monday, April 10. This hearty and finger-licking Congolese meal, brought to you by guest chef Marie Kabongo, 
centers around fresh ginger, garlic, and cumin. Learn more and reserve a table at 
http://ourcommunityplace.org/no/ 

Bike Shenandoah, a family friendly and healthy way to support six local agencies, is for the first time adding a 
spring ride of 62 miles (metric century) on Saturday, April 22. The ride will be centered in Dayton, Va., with Mole 
Hill Bikes providing two rest stops. Registration costs $50. If you have further questions, call Steve Carpenter, 
president of Bike Shenandoah, at 540 908-3933. See bikeshenandoah.org 

Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center invites you to our Spring Lecture "Welcome Your Neighbor" with 
Pastor Matthew Bucher. Pastor Bucher grew up in the Church of the Brethren and now serves in a Mennonite 
setting at Immanuel Mennonite Church in Harrisonburg. Come be part of the conversation at 4:00 PM on Sunday, 
April 23 at Sunrise Church of the Brethren, 1496 S Main St, Harrisonburg, VA 22801. A free-will offering will be 
received to support the mission and vision of the Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center. 

Our Community Place's 14th Annual Plant Sale! Saturday May 6th, from 9am-1pm! Each year, generous 
individuals, families, and organizations donate plants to be sold at our event! We have a variety of plants, such as 
herbs, vegetables, perennials, flowers, and occasionally trees and berries. If you have an overabundance of plant 
babies, don't compost them! Give them a chance at life and a new home through Our Community Place. You can 
drop them off or we can arrange to come and dig them for you! We are also looking for pots, small or regular 



sized, and would welcome anything that you'd like give. If you would like to donate, please contact us at 
info@ourcommunityplace.org or via phone at 540-442-7727 

Mennonite Women of Virginia invite you to their Annual Missions Day on Saturday, May 6, in Richmond, Va. A 
bus will be leaving Harrisonburg at 7:00 a.m. and stopping along the way for persons in the Staunton, 
Waynesboro, and Charlottesville areas. Learn more and register at virginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-
women-of-virginia/annual-missions-day-event-2017/. 

Virginia Mennonite Missions will again host a fundraising dinner and auction to raise funds for workers on 
Saturday, May 20, through the efforts of their Ministry Support Teams. A new feature this year is a silent auction 
in addition to the live one. This is a great way for MSTs to raise support for their workers by collecting items for 
the auction. These should be in new or very good used condition. Live auction items will be valued at $25 or 
more; lesser valued items will be put in silent auction. We also welcome items that benefit our general Mission 
Fund. Join us at Eastern Mennonite School, 801 Parkwood Drive, Harrisonburg, Va. The meal begins at 5:00; live 
auction begins at 6:00 p.m. Please contact Steve Leaman at VMMissions for more information or if you have 
items to donate: steve.leaman@vmmissions.org or (540) 434-9727. Items may be stored by VMMissions in 
advance if desired. 

Interested in creating positive social change in your community? Whether you are a pastor, lay leader, 
congregational member, or church elder, the Summer Peacebuilding Institute can help you gain the skills to help 
your church help its community. Over 20 courses in leadership, trauma awareness, restorative justice, dignity, 
and peace education are offered each year in May and June at Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, VA.  
For more information about courses and costs, visit www.emu.edu/spi. Partial scholarships are available to help 
congregations with tight budgets. 

Crossing the Line: Women of Anabaptist Traditions Encounter Borders and Boundaries - On June 22-25, over 75 
scholars, poets, artists, musicians and dancers representing thirteen countries and ethnic groups will converge on 
Eastern Mennonite University to discuss, examine and celebrate how women of Anabaptist traditions have 
encountered borders, challenged boundaries, and crossed lines. Register now at www.emu.edu/crossing-
conference 

 

 


