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Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

What next? 

Pastor Team 

Over these past two months we have worked diligently to be church in a way that we have not experienced 
before. We have listened to one another in new ways, we have entertained different perspectives respectfully, 
and learned about and from one another. Our goal was to provide a safe space to have intentional conversations 
together about same sex issues, and that has happened. 
 
On one hand we need a break from the intensity. On the other hand we have only started a conversation that will 
be ongoing. We will continue our membership in Virginia Mennonite Conference and in MCUSA. We affirm the 
current position of upholding article 19 in the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective and forbearance for 
the variety of perspectives within the church.  
 
In the church, which is God’s household, the pillar and support of truth [1 Tim. 3:15] – there will be those who 
believe Jonah was swallowed by a whale and those who cannot swallow that story literally. There are those who 
believe creation happened in 6 days and others who believe God used millions of years for it. There are those 
who believe in the fires of hell and others who do not. Some will enjoy the offerings of our local vineyards and 
breweries and others who will abstain from both. Some will be attracted to the same sex. Some will not be able 
to shake their porn addiction for the opposite sex. The church includes Donald Trump supporters as well as his 
detractors; those who will advocate for a woman’s right to choose abortion and others who consider abortion a 
sin and labor diligently for the lives of the unborn; those who welcome immigrants and those who wish a wall be 
built and our borders guarded closely. This is the church. 
 
The diversity in our congregation will not be resolved nor made uniform. As a pastor team we call the 
congregation to extraordinary loving and compassionate care of one another as we strive for holiness and 
wholeness. 
 
We will continue to journey on mission with God, worshiping together, listening, praying, studying the scripture, 
living in community, listening to each other's stories, and discerning the Holy Spirit. We desire to be the presence 
of Christ in our homes, across the street and around the world. 



PSALM OF SPONTANEITY AND PRAISE 
Ridgeway Women's Care Group, recorded by Jan Miller 
 
In the February women’s Bible study, we were discussing themes around how to ‘ignite the God given creativity’ 
within each one of us. As we were studying about how God breathed creativity through His Scripture, especially 
in the Psalms, we decided to create a Psalm that reflected each of our experiences with God. Below is our 
collective, spontaneous Psalm of praise to God. 
 
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise! 
 
I praise God for family and Christian friends. 
How great are your love, peace, power and faithfulness beyond understanding; 
Thank you – Praise your name for your daily presence. 
His promise is He will never leave me or forsake me. His faithfulness is his promise each day. 
Praise you Lord for the blessings we receive through encouraging friendships just when we need them. 
Praise the Lord! Why do we praise the Lord? For great is His Love toward us and the faithfulness of the 
Lord endures forever!! 
Lord, you are my joy; you fill my heart with love, fresh and new every morning! 
For the roller coaster of life, You are there; Blessing us and ready to catch us. 
We your children LORD sing and dance giving praise to your Holy name! 
Praising God for bringing us sisters together! We praise you and are mindful of your presence right here, 
right now. 
Never can I measure up. Never can I please you, O God. May you cover me with your blood and purify 
me by your grace. 
Thank you Lord, for the beautiful sunrises &amp; sunsets you have been giving us. 
Lord, thank you for the peace you gave this morning, letting me know I’m worthwhile in your eyes and 
for wiping away my tears. 
Praise God for a new day to serve others. 
 
Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise! 
God is our God forever and ever! 
 

Update from Linda Wenger 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Just wanted to touch base from Texas. February has been a special month for me here. Partly because we were 
transitioning midwife fellows which seems to happen every month or so, and partly because one midwife had a 
few days off, I was able to catch 4 babies in 9 days. I have caught 7 of the last 9 babies born here. It has been a 
rewarding experience.  
 
Although I do not yet have worked lined up elsewhere, I am anticipating beginning the return trip to Virginia 
on May 1. That is only just over 9 short weeks away.  
 
I am so grateful for my friendships at Ridgeway! I have been glad to have been connected by receiving emails 
from Ridgeway while away. Although I was unable to participate in the "being church" sessions, I have read the 
emails with great interest. Know I often think of you all.  
 
I am having a hard time with American policy now especially as it relates to immigrants, as I am sure many of you 
are as well. One international location I had investigated as a possible location to explore for work/mission was in 



Pakistan. However, folks who have worked at that hospital for many years are having trouble getting their VISAs 
renewed now, so even they are not able to return. With the legislation we have going on in America right now, 
perhaps it is more appropriate to stay local and reach out to refugees/immigrants coming to us. But, I am also 
considering the possibility of working in Canada in locations where refugees are coming. So many things to 
consider. I would ask for prayer again for discernment, where to from here. God has been so faithful. I need only 
to look back to recall this truth.  
 
Thanks for your love and prayers.  
 

Book Review: 
"UNEXPECTED INVITATIONS: Surprises, adventures,  
and opportunities in Mennonite ministry"   
by Angela Rempel with Erwin Rempel 
Ferne Bowman 
 
The experiences Erwin and Angela Rempel encountered during their 
unexpected invitations ranged from the mundane to an international 
high risk crisis. The experiences involved extensive travels, but the 
travels were not just for the purpose of seeing the world. Erwin and 
Angela were following calls they each had received for missionary 
work abroad. Angela’s call went back to her childhood when she 
listened to stories from missionaries that visited her church. This 
book written mostly by Angela – with Erwin writing several sections 
– gives many interesting insights into their lives. It also gives us 
“insider views” of Mennonite church dynamics. In the preface Angela 
writes: “This is a story of God at work, weaving together experiences 
that brought together a shy little country girl and a tall orphan boy 
into a life of ministry in Mennonite church circles—both in the 
United States and internationally. The chapters of our lives include 
living in nine different states and on three continents and too many 
travels to relate or even count.” 
 
The book starts with the family backgrounds of both Erwin and 
Angela. Erwin traces his family to Russian Mennonites, Angela to 
Anabaptists in Switzerland. They were part of the General 
Conference Mennonite Church. Their childhoods include many 
interesting and traumatic stories, but most of the book involves their 
numerous experiences in church ministry both in the U.S. and 
abroad. 
 
An important theme in the book is “transitions.” Angela’s father 
being a pastor necessitated the family moving several times. In a 
poignant scene of throwing things out the window for disposal she 
learned early that “we couldn’t hold tightly to our possessions.” 
Another scene in later years involved Erwin and Angela and family 
driving away from a former home toward their next assignment after 
having gotten rid of many of their accumulated house furnishings 
and feeling “light and free.” 
 



Of their Brazilian sojourn (1975-1982) Angela writes, “Our time in Brazil changed our worldview and political 
perspectives for the rest of our lives. We realized how rich and privileged we are and that God is at work 
throughout the world.” Angela’s descriptions of events, people, and places include the simple and mundane parts 
of life, making the scenes come alive. Numerous photographs add to the enjoyment. 
 
Many other unexpected invitations and significant experiences followed after Brazil. Angela ends the book by 
saying: “Attending Mennonite World Conference assembly in 2015 reminded us that God is at work in the world, 
and that we’ve had the opportunity to participate in some small slice of that mission. What a privilege it has 
been.” 
 
To obtain a copy, contact the authors at Rempel.story@gmail.com or order and pay on-line 
at:  http://unexpectedinvitations.com/     

 

 

Several Ridgeway families were at an I-STEM event at Keister Elementary recently. We were creating 

arcade games out of cardboard and other materials. It was a lot of fun! (Photos provided by Paul Groff) 

 

Top to bottom:  

Nathan, Rob, Ben and Mandy Slaughbaugh;  

Luke, Colin, Sarah Snider; 

Daniel, David, Pam Groff 
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Upcoming Events 

EMS Senior Class presents: William Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" March 2*, 3, 4 at 7:30PM at 
Eastern Mennonite School, Main Campus Auditorium, 801 Parkwood Drive. Come see the EMS Class of 2017 
perform this Shakespeare comedy classic.Tickets are sold at the door: General Admission $7 adults and $5 
students and senior citizens. *March 2nd performance is a Pay What You Will Preview night. 

Eastern Mennonite School invites you to: An Evening at the Gallery - Saturday, March 11, 6:30-8:00 PM at 
Eastern Mennonite School Main Campus Dining Hall, 801 Parkwood Drive. Come enjoy delicious desserts and see 
EMS' commitment to visual arts with K-12 pieces on display. Senior art students will also exhibit the culmination 
of their high school work for you to enjoy. 

Holy and Beloved is a gathering for women who minister in many ways. This year's gathering will focus on the 
theme "Compassionate Sanctuary," hearing from a wide variety of women who are making spaces in their lives to 
be compassionate to themselves and to those around them. The event is April 1 from 8:30-3, with lunch and 
childcare provided, at a cost of $25.  Registration required!  http://emu.edu/seminary/women-in-ministry/  

Mennonite Women of Virginia invite you to their Annual Missions Day on Saturday, May 6, in Richmond, Va. A 
bus will be leaving Harrisonburg at 7:00 a.m. and stopping along the way for persons in the Staunton, 
Waynesboro, and Charlottesville areas. Learn more and register at virginiaconference.org/partners/mennonite-
women-of-virginia/annual-missions-day-event-2017/. 

Interested in creating positive social change in your community? Whether you are a pastor, lay leader, 
congregational member, or church elder, the Summer Peacebuilding Institute can help you gain the skills to help 
your church help its community. Over 20 courses in leadership, trauma awareness, restorative justice, dignity, 
and peace education are offered each year in May and June at Eastern Mennonite University in Harrisonburg, 
VA.  For more information about courses and costs, visit www.emu.edu/spi. Partial scholarships are available to 
help congregations with tight budgets. 

Make sense of your Medicare choices “Retiring Soon? An introduction to Medicare” will be presented at The 
Gathering Place behind the Everence office in Harrisonburg the first Thursday of each month (6 - 7 p.m.). 
Representatives from Everence will speak on Medicare, provide instructions on how to enroll, explain how 
continuing to work affects your benefits, and answer related questions. For more information call (540) 437-
7422.  RSVPs are requested but not required.  

Early registration for the Mennonite Church USA Convention 2017 has been extended to March 23! Early 
Registration includes a T-shirt, I-Ride trolley pass, servant project and a meal card. Come to Orlando July 4-8 to 
celebrate “Love is a Verb” with fellowship, worship and activities with Mennonites from around the country. 
Learn more at http://convention.mennoniteusa.org/registration/. 
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