
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       January 2017   

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

 
Sunday Evenings from 6-8pm 

January 8 - "Conflict: It's Normal: A look at Jesus and the disciples" with Roy Hange 

 

January 15 - "A Christian View of Sexuality" with Mark and Mary Thiessen Nation 

 

January 22 - "Christian Responses to Homosexuality" with Clyde Kratz 

 

February 12 - Bible Study with Mark Theissen Nation 

 

February 19 - Bible Study with Mark Thiessen Nation 

 

February 26 - "What's Next? Finding Healing and Hope" 

 

The children shared 
their musical gifts 

during the Dec. 18th 
Service, singing “The 
Friendly Beasts” and 
playing “O Come, O 

Come, Emmanuel” on 
the hand bells.  Thanks 
to Paul Hoover and Jan 
Miller for leading the 

children! 



Making MCC Infant Care Kits in memory of Andre Showalter! 
Austin and Sarah Showalter 

  

In celebration of Andre’s 1
st
 birthday (January 20

th
) we’d invite you to join us in collecting items for 

MCC Infant Care Kits.  Andre changed our lives in a deep way and we want to honor his life by helping 

other infants and their families. 

These kits are given to families displaced by war or disaster and are used in a number of other settings to 

help support mothers who lack the supplies they need for a new baby. 10,005 infant care kits shipped last 

year to Ethiopia, Lebanon, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Canada, Zambia, Ukraine, Iraq, Haiti, Jordan, the 

U.S. and more. 

 

Contents (NEW items only, size 3-9 months) 

 2 gowns/sleepers (flannel or similar warm, soft material) 

 2 undershirts/onesies (short or long sleeves) 

 4 cloth diapers (flat-fold preferred) 

 1 receiving blanket (lightweight fleece or flannel; minimum of 36 inches) 

 4 safety pins (2 inch) 

 1 large bar mild soap (leave in wrapper) 

 1 pair of socks 

 1 cap 

Please bring items to church during the month of January and place them in the box in the church lobby. 

The young adults will assemble the kits at the end of the month. 

Thank you! 

 

Sermon Series for January/February: Practices of Jesus 

Pastor Ben Risser 

 

Jesus was the most wisely disciplined person that ever lived.  The effectiveness of his ministry and how it 

was sustained depended upon openness to his Father and dependence upon the Holy Spirit.  Here are 

eight qualities exhibited in the life and ministry of Jesus:  
 

 Obedience 

 Simplicity 

 Humility 

 Frugality 

 Generosity 

 Truthfulness 

 Purity 

 Charity (love) 

 

It is helpful to consider how we might grow more in these ways of emulating Christ.  These qualities do 

not come naturally to us and therefore need intentional nurture to be developed as life habits.  Jesus said, 

“I can do nothing on my own, I seek to do not my own will, but the will of the Father” (John 5:30).   

 

During the months of January and February, I will be preaching on each of these eight qualities and 

encouraging us to open ourselves to God’s Spirit that they may become more evident in our lives.    



Update from the Nkundwas 
Written by Francine on the behalf of J.C, Nathan and Duke. 

 

Dear friends, 

We hope and pray you are all well. We know that we are long overdue in updating you about our life here 

in Kigali-Rwanda. Life has been extremely busy, stressful but also full of God’s Grace. Jean Claude has 

been mostly involved in two ministries since when we moved to Rwanda. The Inspired Individuals 

Community and Advocacy for Peace in Burundi. In addition to this, he has been doing consultancy 

projects to earn our living. Since we fled to Kigali-Rwanda, JC’s has been traveling every two months, 

related to those two ministries. I, Francine, have also been busy with little Nathan King, and the search 

for a new job while Duke attends Light Mission School, a Christian Nursery School that he cherishes 

very much. Thanks to those who always lift us up in prayer, and to those who keep us updated about 

Ridgeway church community through the church newsletter. Though we are physically far away, we feel 

connected to Ridgeway Church. Thanks for being the living presence of Jesus Christ in your homes, 

across the street, in the neighborhood and around the World. 

In the Advocacy Ministry for Peace in Burundi, Jean Claude has been coaching and working with the 

other Burundi civil society leaders lobbying and calling the World to help on the prevention of genocide, 

and the restoration of Human Rights in Burundi. He visited neighboring countries of Burundi and the 

USA for advocacy and diplomacy. Often, JC travels to Uganda and Kenya. He also traveled to South 

Africa and USA when he visited the church. In April, May, June, July and August he and I organized the 

evacuation of endangered people (youth, women and children) from Burundi to neighboring countries, 

and so far this has been the most rewarding ministry because many lives were saved from being tortured, 

killed and thrown in mass graves. Till today, he is still involved in advocacy and diplomacy for Peace in 

Burundi. We thank God for protecting our families and friends who were not able to flee from the war in 

Burundi. There is still fear of genocide in Burundi but we hope that God may lead people to find 

nonviolent solutions to the crisis rather that falling in another civil war. We believe that God has many 

ways to save his people. 

The Inspired Individuals 

Community in which JC is a 

member is a group of Christian 

individuals whose purpose is to 

build relationships based on 

reciprocal coaching and 

accountability. This community 

has been and still is supporting 

JC’s work in advocacy as well as 

in other opportunities related to 

his “development” as a leader. It 

is this community that recently 

supported JC’s trip to Dublin-

Ireland where he meet other 

inspired individuals from other 

countries. 

When he was in this last trip, the members of Burundi Civil society in exile elected him as their 

Executive Secretary. He is officially starting to operate in this voluntary position by January 4th, 



2017.The Inspired Individuals have also appointed him as coordinator of the Great Lakes Christian Peace 

Builders Network. The main reason J.C was chosen by his colleague is recognition of the network was 

his ability to catalyze the entire movement while most of leaders were stuck as all of them are in the 

refuge and that is a quite different and difficult context. By giving him more power and authority, the 

leaders think the network can work strongly. However, the big challenge remains as JC will not be paid 

by that role and will have to keep on working in consultations for earning money living. 

2016 has been a year of blessings and happiness but also a year of stress and pain. The greatest of all 

blessings is the coming of baby Nathan King in our family. Mom was never sick during the pregnancy, 

and Nathan was born through a smooth C-section delivery. We deeply thanked God for that. Nathan is 

growing healthy, strong and happy. These days, he enjoys standing up holding on a table or on whatever 

is near him. He prefers to stand up and learn to walk like Duke ☺ rather than scrolling. He is gambling 

words like nanana, nata, papa, babu, etc. He is truly a blessing from above for us. Duke, six years old on 

December 29th is also growing strong and handsome. God has blessed him with two amazing Christian 

teachers who know his special needs and who also pray for him. He has friends at school and he loves 

very much little Nathan. He is a creative, playful big boy. 

With every day bad news from home, loss of friends and acquaintances in the war, confusion mixed with 

hope about the future, God has been faithful to us by preserving us and walking with us through it. 

We thank God for Ridgeway involvement in the lives of the children in the neighborhood, and other 

missions. Sarah and Austin, Erica and Andrew, may God bless you so much for what you’re doing for the 

kids in the neighborhood. We wish all Ridgeway congregation a very merry Christmas and a blessed 

New Year. Thanks so much for being the living presence of Jesus Christ in Harrisonburg, and 

everywhere in this very time. 

Prayer Request: In his influence and leadership, J.C and I are planning to create a fellowship space where 

refugee leaders will meet to pour their sorrow and anxiety in God’s presence. We will share details about 

this in our monthly stories that we have resolved to continue as before. We strongly ask for prayers 

because most in need of this are not believers, but 

they really need it and JC needs it to as he has to serve 

with them and for them. 

Merry Christmas!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events 

The Shenandoah Valley Children’s Choir, under the direction of Janet Hostetter, will present “The Stars  

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is a class for believers from all walks of life to get threaded into 
God's story and experience God's heart for all peoples. Perspectives will open the eyes of your heart with fresh 
knowledge and understanding of God's unchanging purposes and why they are relevant to your life. The Spring 
2017 class will meet at the Baptist Collegiate Ministry Center, 711 S.Main St., Harrisonburg, Va. The first two 
sessions are free. For registration details, find the class at perspectives.org or contact Carol Tobin at540-435-
9887. 

The School for Leadership Training, January 16-18, 2017 at Eastern Mennonite Seminary will explore why it’s so 
hard to get along with those who aren’t like us as we learn more about how we can live into Jesus’ teaching to 
love our neighbor. Learn more and register atwww.emu.edu/slt. 

The Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center (VBMHC) invites you to join us for our Annual Meeting at 6 PM 
on February 3, 2017 at Park View Mennonite Church. The Annual Meeting is a celebration of the work done at 
VBMHC in 2016 and an invitation to support and join in the work of carrying out the mission and vision of the 
center in 2017 and beyond. The guest speaker for the evening, Dr. Dale Stoffer, Professor of Historical Theology 
at Ashland Theological Seminary (Ohio), is described as a walking encyclopedia of church history.  Guests at the 
annual meeting are invited to enjoy the complimentary (and compliment-worthy!) meal prepared by Marjorie 
Rohrer Shank free of charge. Please RSVP by January 27 to reserve your seat. To RSVP, call 540-438-1275, email 
info@vbmhc.org, or fill out the form here, and please be sure to indicate how many are in your party. 

Ridgeway will be hosting Open Doors at Emmanuel Episcopal on January 30th - February 6th.  Please mark your 
calendar and consider how you can be involved this year.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact John 
Weaver.  

Virginia Mennonite Conference Winter Delegate Session will be February 4 at Waynesboro Mennonite Church 
from 8:00 - 3:00. The church is located at 1801 Monroe St, Waynesboro, VA. Register 
at virginiaconference.org/2016/11/register-winter-delegate-session/ 

Are you interested in learning more about conflict transformation, facilitation and gaining peace-building tools 
for working and organizing in the community? The Center for Justice and Peacebuilding invites you to attend SPI 
Community Day on February 17, 2017. Cost is $50 and includes a full day of presentations, workshops and lunch. 
For more details and registration visit  http://www.emu.edu/cjp/spi/spicommunityday/. 

Virginia Mennonite Conference Ministers Retreat will be February 24-26, 2017 at Williamsburg Christian Retreat 
Center, Williamsburg, Va. Presenters Sheryl Shenk and Ted Swartz will do dramatic interpretation of scriptures, 
with the theme "Life is a Pilgrimage." Learn more and register at virginiaconference.org/news/ministry-retreat-
to-look-at-life-as-a-pilgrimage/ 

Registration is now open for “Places, People, & Prayers, A Cross-Cultural Encounter with the Holy Land,” an 
Israel/Palestine study tour offered May 4-27, 2017, through Eastern Mennonite Seminary.  Trip leaders are 
Dorothy Jean Weaver, Professor of New Testament, and Kevin A. Clark, EMS Campus Pastor.  “Places, People, & 
Prayers” is open to all interested travelers, with or without seminary credit.  NOTE: All MCUSA pastors are eligible 
to apply to the MCUSA “Come and See” program for a $500 scholarship to assist with trip costs.  If interested, 
please contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 432-4276 or at weaverdj@emu.edu at your earliest. 
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