
  

 

The Ridgeway Newsletter 
       December 2016   

Our purpose as a church is to love God and all people, enabled by the Holy Spirit to become the living 
presence of Jesus Christ in our homes, across the street, and around the world. 

 

Ridgeway Christmas Dinner 
Saturday, December 3rd, 5:30pm  
at Park View Mennonite Church 

 
Christmas Caroling and Social 

Sunday, December 11th, 6:00pm 
Meet at Ridgeway 

 
Christmas Worship Service 

Sunday, December 25th, 10:00am 

 

 

On Saturday, November 19 five Ridgeway buddies 
enjoyed a JMU football game amid freezing 

temperatures and high winds. It was worth it though 
as the Dukes beat Elon 63 to 14 and a fun time was 
had by all.  Pictured left to right: Glen  Kauffman, 
Andrew Foltz, Claude Stearn, Kirk Shisler and Jim 

Maust 

 
Peeks into the Parsonage 
Sarah Showalter 

 

Austin and I have been living in the parsonage for a little over 4 months now.  We have been blessed 
and encouraged to build on the connections we already had from Kids Club and to make new 
connections as we make our home in the neighborhood.   



Top: Austin giving bike riding lessons 
Bottom: "office helpers" 

Here are a few peeks into what’s been happening at the parsonage: 

 

Austin noticed that not many kids in the neighborhood have bikes 
and some didn’t even know how to ride a bike.  He quickly acquired 
a few children’s bikes and helmets and started teaching kids to ride. I 
don’t think there’s a single day that has gone by since then without 
someone knocking on the door asking, “Can we ride the bikes?” 

 

I’ve been thankful for the way that my church office administrator 
position at Ridgeway is flexible enough to make room for the kids.  A 
couple weeks ago I was making the “long” walk to work and the 
neighbor kids yelled from their front porch that they had missed the 
bus and needed someone to walk with them to school, so I was able 
to walk them to school and know that my place of employment 
would be gracious about my excuse for being late to work.  Then 
came parent teacher conferences and there were two days with no 
school.  By about 9am there were children knocking on the church 
door asking if they could play.  I put them to work passing out song 
books for Sunday and sorting and stacking the new directory 
pages.  Then they set up a coloring station near my desk and later 
had races with the paper airplanes Pastor Ben helped them make. 

 

There are 2 children in particular that Austin and I have a special 
bond with.  They are at our house nearly every day riding bikes, 
throwing Frisbees, building with blocks, or playing board games. You 
may have seen them with us at the Relief Sale and EMU 
homecoming. The boy (6) and girl (8) live with their mom, little sister, 
two aunts, and two cousins. Because of work schedules and language 
barriers its often hard to get to know the parents of the children we 
interact with, so we’ve been really excited about the relationship 
we’ve formed with this whole family.  The other day the 2 kids were 
riding bikes at our house and soon their mom and little sister came 
and sat on the front porch with me.  Before long both of the aunts and cousins joined.  Their whole 
household was hanging out on our front porch! Austin and I (mostly Austin) were able to speak enough 
Spanish to help us start getting to know each other.  We hope and pray that all these relationships 
continue to grow and that we can show the love of Jesus with our lives.  
 

We are so grateful to Ridgeway for making neighborhood ministry a priority and specifically for giving us 
a chance to be a part of it. Thank you! 

November Update 
Anna Engle 
 
Happy Thanksgiving! The Christian elementary school where I work celebrates Thanksgiving by having 
an evening program of songs and poems presented by the students for their parents. I was the MC for 
the program, and I enjoyed being involved and on stage. I also celebrated Thanksgiving a few weeks ago 
with the community where I first worked when I came to Korea. I've referred to it as "Connexus" in the 
past, but now they have built their own building and the community can be called the Peace Building. If 



you ever know someone interested in teaching in Korea, I highly recommend starting there.  
 
I was feeling a little depressed earlier in the month, while thinking about my mom and leaving Korea, 
but in general I have been feeling better lately. I think that's because I've mostly come to peace with the 
fact that I'm moving back to the US. I've started "good-bye dinners" with friends, been buying lots of 
things that remind me of Korea, and I got lots of dental work done since it's cheaper here. Lately I've 
even been getting easily irritated with certain Korean cultural things that I am well familiar with, which 
felt a little surprising to me since I was feeling sad about leaving, but I'm sure it's all part of the journey.  
 
I remember when I left Japan that my last month there was very special, filled with delicious food, 
people telling me how much I meant to them, and reflection. It was also certainly sad, hard, stressful 
and busy, but you plan ahead as much as you can and handle the unexpected stresses in stride. Though 
part of me wishes that, if I'm not staying in Korea, I could just start transitioning to my new life already, 
I'll do my best, like I did in Japan, to savor the moments.  
 
I'm looking forward to living with my parents, getting a pet (maybe a rabbit or a hamster- something my 
dad approves!), finding fitness classes, making friends, getting involved in the community- both in 
Wauseon and Findlay (I'm hoping to volunteer with refugees and youth in the community), and 
spending time in nature. My graduate classes start in January, but I'm hoping to not start working until 
February. I look forward to traveling around the US. I'm planning to take the Korean proficiency exam in 
April or in the fall. In addition, though I'll miss using Korean, I'm looking forward to the cultural and 
linguistic convenience of being a native. Even after 5 years, simple mistakes and misunderstandings 
happen and I will always look like an outsider.  
 
I fly back and will arrive on December 24, Christmas Eve, my first American Christmas in 5 years.   :) 

 
Learning to know our "neighbors" 
Sandy and Glen Kauffman 

 

We had a "glad you are our neighbor" sign posted on our 
lawn for months.  We didn't know if anyone read it or if they 
felt the same way until we received this note at our 
doorstep.  It appeared within a week after the election and 
we were glad that we could help an immigrant family feel 
more secure.   
 

Although all we knew about this family was their address, 
we reciprocated with a note of our own that gave our names 
and phone number inviting them for a snack.   
It took several days but we finally got a phone call that 
expressed appreciation for the invitation but that the family 
would not be available for the next 2 weekends.  I hope we 
can get together with these new friends to get to know 
them better.  It is still a mystery as to whom they are and what their needs are. 

 

I didn't think about what impact the sign would make or if we were expected to back up what we were 
proclaiming.  What good is our witness if we are not willing to follow up on what we say? 



Reflections from the Virginia Mennonite Women Retreat 
Jan Miller 

 

On the weekend of Oct. 28-30, 18 women from Ridgeway attended the annual Va. Mennonite women’s 
retreat at Natural Bridge. All together 127 women attended representing 21 Va. Mennonite conference 
congregations. This year’s speaker was the energetic and humorous Executive Director of Mennonite 
Women USA, Marlene Bogard. Marlene led us in four lively sessions around the scriptural theme of 
“Remain in Me…” from John 15: 1-17. She reflected on how to remain in Jesus: 1) through the daily 
rhythms of life (remember the ‘mantras’, ladies?), 2) in caring relationship with others, 3) in personal 
pain/crisis, and 4) in commitment to the body of believers. 
 

The sessions were meaningful; the singing was heavenly (sorry men, hearing all female voices singing in 
parts and acapella was something else); the setting was beautiful, nestled in the Blue Ridge mountains; 
and the fellowship was sweet. The word that kept popping into my mind was ‘connections’; first of all 
the importance of my connection to God and then my connection to others in the community of faith. 
Having recently moved to the US after living in Italy for over 11 years, I find that making 
new connections with others is hard work and takes time. However, as I come with an open heart and 
open hands to receive what He has for me, I find God using others to speak to me and that comes 
through being a part of a community of believers.  
 

Some of the most meaningful things I experienced at retreat was the sister care felt through smaller 
group settings. We were randomly divided into ‘reflection circles’ of 6-8 people that met after most of 
the sessions to reflect on the theme of that session. Being able to share and hear others’ reflections was 
an important part of who we are as community. There was also one session where we met with 2-3 
people sharing our highs and lows, choosing a Bible verse and sharing why it was meaningful, 
spending time praying for each other and then blessing each other as we ended our time together. 
 

Besides the times of worship and 4 main sessions, Saturday afternoon was open and some chose to hike 
the trails or visit local historic settings close by. Others chose to knot a comforter for MCC, to shop in 
nearby Lexington or to just relax on the veranda of the historical Natural Bridge hotel where we stayed. 
There were also 2 interesting alternative afternoon sessions, both dealing with food in a healing way. 
Those who attended were richly blessed and encouraged how to care for our physical bodies simply by 
the types of food we put into our mouths. 

 

After reading this reflection, I hope I have whet other women’s appetites to join us at next year’s 
women’s retreat. However, whether man or woman, I encourage each of you to find opportunities like 
this, whether a retreat, a small group or simply friends, who can offer ongoing encouragement and a 
level of accountability in your daily walk of faith with God. We learn more about who God is and who 
we are as His people, in the midst of community together. 

 

Upcoming Events 

The Shenandoah Valley Children’s Choir, under the direction of Janet Hostetter, will present “The Stars 
Point the Way" on Sunday, December 4, 4:00 p.m. at EMU’s Lehman Auditorium. The concert will 
feature professional instrumentalists on strings, trumpet, flute, timpani, steel drum and organ.  Tickets 
are available on-line at emu.edu/box-office or by calling 540-432-4582.  Admission is $16 for adults/$12 
for seniors and students and $8 for children age 12 and under. 

http://emu.edu/box-office
tel:540-432-4582


All are invited to the Gemeinschaft Home Christmas Open House, on Sunday, Dec. 4 between 1 and 3 
pm to learn more about our work of assisting former prisoners re-entering their communities and how 
to help. An update on Gemeinschaft’s programs, including the new Day Reporting Center, will be 
provided at 1:30 pm. Residents will conduct house tours, and light refreshments will be provided. The 
Gemeinschaft Home is a therapeutic community that helps prepare non-violent, non-sexual offenders 
for re-entry into their communities following incarceration. There is no charge for the open house, but 
contributions are welcomed from all. 

The Walking Roots Band will host a Sunday evening Advent-Christmas celebration at Community 
Mennonite Church on Dec 4. Enjoy favorite hymns of the season, as well as some new reclaimed hymns 
arranged just for Advent/Christmas. A love-offering will be received to support the continued music-
making and work of the Walking Roots Band. In addition to music, the Walking Roots Band and friends 
will provide holiday snacks and drinks, and proceeds from these sales will benefit the Kids' Club 
outreach initiative of Virginia Mennonite Missions, supporting the important work being done by Seth 
and Theresa Crissman. 

Join Our Community Place for our annual Our Community Christmas Concert, Tuesday December 6! 
The ladies of Dayton Mennonite Church will be serving delicious desserts at 6pm, and the live music will 
begin at 7pm. Some artists for the evening include The Walking Roots Band, Illiterate Light, Kat & The 
Travelers, and many more. There will also be a silent auction, where you can bid on wonderful 
Christmas gifts for friends and family! $20 suggested donation per person. All proceeds go to support 
the mission of Our Community Place. 

Come to a 'Walk Through Bethlehem" (Outdoor Live Nativity) on Sat., Dec. 10 or Sunday, Dec. 11, 
6pm-7:30pm at Weavers Mennonite Church.  Stroll the streets of Bethlehem the day Jesus was born:  
meet the wise men, shepherds, animals, townspeople, craftsmen, angels, Mary & Joseph and baby 
Jesus in a manger! End your experience in the Bethlehem Cafe with a hot drink and cookies.  This event 
is free. 
 

Celebrate Christmas at CrossRoads (Valley Brethren-Mennonite Heritage Center) on Saturday, 
December 10, 3-7 p.m. with music and refreshments. Enjoy the Trissels Chime Choir, a children's 
Christmas sing, instrumentalists in our 19th century buildings, carolers along lantern-lit walkways, and a 
live Nativity candlelight walk through woods ending at a stable with carol singing. Hands-on family crafts 
will be featured from 3-5 p.m. including old-fashioned paper tree ornaments, popcorn balls and 
decorative chains. Come see Father Christmas and delight in tasty treats. CrossRoads is at 1921 Heritage 
Center Way in Harrisonburg, off Garber's Church Road and above Harrisonburg High School. Adults $7, 
Students $5, Children 5 and under free. 

The community is invited to a Christmas Lessons and Carols service featuring music from the EMU vocal 
ensemble Emulate and scriptural readings from the EMU theater and campus ministries programs. 
Gather on the EMU campus in Lehman Auditorium from 4:30-5:30 p.m. on Monday, December 12. 

Eastern Mennonite School presents Handel's Messiah on December 13 and December 15, both at 7:30 
PM in the EMS Auditorium - 801 Parkwood Drive). Join us as as our Junior and Senior Choir chorus (120 
student voices!) sing the Christmas portion and selections from the Easter portion of Handel’s Messiah. 
They'll be accompanied by an orchestra of professional and student musicians, including harpsichord. 
FREE and open to the public. Invite your friends and family for this joyous celebration of the birth of our 
Savior! 



The Shenandoah Valley Choral Society will present its 47th annual Christmas concert on Friday, 
December 16th at 7:30 PM, and Sunday, December 18th at 3:00 PM at Bridgewater Church of the 
Brethren.  The concert will include Conrad Susa's "Carols and Lullabies: Christmas in the Southwest", a 
collection of carols of Spanish descent, accompanied by classical guitar, marimba and harp.  The second 
half of the concert will feature a variety of new and traditional carol settings. Ridgway members Paul 
Swarr, Paul Hoover, and Amanda Storm are part of this year’s choir. Tickets are available at the door, 
locally from Choral Society members, Red Front Supermarket, Bridgewater Foods, and on-line 
at www.singshenandoah.org.  Admission is $15 for adults, $12 for seniors/students. 

Perspectives on the World Christian Movement is a class for believers from all walks of life to get 
threaded into God's story and experience God's heart for all peoples. Perspectives will open the eyes of 
your heart with fresh knowledge and understanding of God's unchanging purposes and why they are 
relevant to your life. The Spring 2017 class will meet at the Baptist Collegiate Ministry Center, 711 S. 
High St, Harrisonburg, Va. The first two sessions are free. For registration details, find the class 
at perspectives.org or contact Carol Tobin at 540-435-9887. 

Ever wonder why it’s so hard to get along with those who aren’t like us? Come to School for Leadership 
Training, January 16-18, 2017 at Eastern Mennonite Seminary to learn more about how we can live into 
Jesus’ teaching to love our neighbor. Learn more and register at www.emu.edu/slt. 

Registration is now open for “Places, People, & Prayers, A Cross-Cultural Encounter with the Holy 
Land,” an Israel/Palestine study tour offered May 4-27, 2017, through Eastern Mennonite 
Seminary.  Trip leaders are Dorothy Jean Weaver, Professor of New Testament, and Kevin A. Clark, EMS 
Campus Pastor.  “Places, People, & Prayers” is open to all interested travelers, with or without seminary 
credit.  NOTE: All MCUSA pastors are eligible to apply to the MCUSA “Come and See” program for a 
$500 scholarship to assist with trip costs.  If interested, please contact Dorothy Jean Weaver at (540) 
432-4276 or at weaverdj@emu.edu at your earliest. 

http://www.singshenandoah.org/
http://perspectives.org/
tel:540-435-9887
http://www.emu.edu/slt

